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ADJOURNMEXT—SPECIAL, STATE OF
BUSINESS,
The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY (Hon H.
P. Colebatech—Enst) (3.31]: T move—
““That the House at its rising adjourn
until Wednesday next.’’
I am hopefol that there will be business com-
ing forward by then. Ifowever, I will ar-
range through the Clerk to intimate to hon.
members who may bhe in the country whether
or not that will be sa.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.32 p.m.

Tieaislative Elssembly,

Wednesday, 13th March, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.n,,
and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and *‘ Paper
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’]

SELECT COMMITTEE, SPECIAL LEASE
(GYPSTUM)} BILL.
Report Presented.

Mr. Piesse brought up the report of the
select committee appointed to inquire into
the Special Lease (Gypsum) Bill,

Report received and read, and, together
with minutes of the evidence, ordered te be
printed.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment.

" BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the (ouncil and, on motion
by the Attornex General, read a first time.

PAPERS — STATE STEAMSHIP
TWESTERN ATSTRALIA.’?

On motion by Mr. SMITH {Nortk Perth)
ordered: That all papers and accounts in
connection with the Admiralty Arbitration
case re the ss "Western Australia’’  he
placed on ihe Table of the House.
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MOTION—REPATRITATION,
ESTATE.

To adopt Report of Select Committee.
Mr, PLIESSE (Toodyaxv) [4.49]: T move—
““That in the opinion of this House, the
recommendations contained in  the report
of the select committee appointed to in-
quire into the offer made by the owaers of

the Riverton cstate to give an area of 68

acres in the estate fur the purpose of re-

putriation, should hLe given effect to."’
I do not think it necessary to add any re-
marks to those already embodied in the re-
port of the select committee.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [L30]: I trust
there will be an expression by the louse that
this project is not a part of the Govern-
ment’s repatriation scheme. If this motion
wag to go forth proclaiming the Riverton es-
tate as suitable for the growing of vegetables
by returned soldiers, without any uadverse ex-
pression of opinion, even by a minority, it
might lead to a false impression. The vari-
ous reports we have had, including the treport
of the select committee, arc to my mind not
sufficicnt to show that Riverton is a good
proposition for those returned soldiers. They
are to have a loan of £500 each to assist them
to make good on that property. There will
be open competition with labour of all
clasges, including Asiatics, with the object of
producing vegetables and fruit, or whatever-
the place may grow; there will be open com-
petition with men established on choice spots
for this particular class of work. We have
been teld that the seoil is deficient in plant
food. If that is so, the plant food mneces-
sary to the growing of these vegetables will
have to be put into the land hefore it canr
be taken off in the shape of garden produets,
Tt strikes me those men are up against a
tough proposition. T do not want to sce a
repetition of the experiences gained on
wodgil lands. Having regard to the condi-
tions under which these men will enter upon
this nstate, although near Perth, T am not
convineed that they are on a good proposi-
tion financially, or in respect of the purpose-
for which they have taken uvp the land.

Mr. Munsie: Do vou know the purpose
for which they lhave taken it up?

Mr, HARRISON: Prom the evidence on the
file, they are going in for poultry, vegetables,
and so forth. Those men are no longer vhy-
sically fit to be in the trenches, yet they have
to go into open competition with men situ-
ated on better soil under hetter conditions,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Competition will be found
in every avocation.

Mr. HARRISOXN: T admit it. The worst
feature is, not so mueh the growing of vege-
tables, as our present mecthod of marketing.
We have the middle man, who takes from
the producer the greater part of his earnings,
and unless those returned scldiers are placed
under ahsolutely tip-top conditions, T do uot
think they ave going to make pood. Until
we have open markets where the producer
ean sell direet to the consumer a man grow-
ing vegetables is net in a good position. T
know of no one in Western Aunstralia who
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has made a fortune out of growing vege-
tables. T enter my protest against this pro-
position, T{ these five returned soldiers like
to go on the land, and if the owners of River-
toun are willing to give them the laud, I de
not want to cast any slur on the Riverton
estate, or upon the yeturned soldiers for
trying to make good there; but T do not
think it is a goond enough proposition for
Commonwealth wmoney to be put into.

The Attorney Gencral: 1t is State money,
becanse we are responsile for it.

Mr. HARRISON: If it is State money it
scrves to strengthen my case.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [4.33]: } desire
te support the views of the wmember for
Avon. 1t is absurd to think that this 66
acres constitute the only land available in
the metropelitan area for vegetable growing.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: The report does not
say that.

Mr. MALEY: It infers it.

Mr, Munsie: It does nothing of the sort,

Mr. MALEY: Certainly it appears to me
to be justifiable to purchase good land at
any price up to £10, £15, or £20 per acre,
for the purpese of puiting these men on it.
The expenditure of £3,000 entailed hy the
acceptance of this offer is altogether dispro-
portionate to the value or quality of the
land, when land of a more suitable nature
ean be purchased within the wmetropolitan
suburban area.

Mr. Munsie: Where?

Mr. MALEY: Anywhere within a work-
able radius cut by Guildford or in the sub-
urban districts good land can be purchased
.at prices ranging up to the figures T have
mentioned.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [457]: T
also desire to endorse the remarks of the
member for Aven., T sincerely trmst thai
this projeet will not be looked upon as pavt
of the repatriation scheme,

Bon. W. €. Angwin: What else is it?
For whaut other purpose could they advance
the monev?

My, THOMSOX: 7Possibly we may have
to reluctantly accept that, but there are times
when we should save men cven from them-
selves. These men are guite sincere in their
purpose, but T venture to say that if the
practical man on the select committee had
given 2 report voicing their own opinions
on the produnctivity of that soil, they would
bave condemned the proposal. Paragraph 2

of the committee’s report reads as fol-
lowg:—m
In regard to the quality of the land

which they inspected, vour eommittec were
impressed with the apparent lack of fer-
tility.

There is nothing enthusiastic

The paragraph continnes—
But the evidenee of ueighhouring owners
and of departmental efficers  compels
ng——

Perhaps against their own hetter judgment—
to helieve that it could be profitably
worked by zealous and energetic men.
The Minister for Works: Those neighbours

are nearcr to the hanks of the river,

about  that.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. THOMSOXN: It seems to me it is a very
poor recompense to ownr soldiers that we
should place them on land in respect of
which even the select committee have said
that they were impressed with the apparent
lack of fereility. Our wmen are worthy of
something better being done for them. Even
at this stuge, T foel that those men shonld he
protecied from themselves. 1 have in iy
own district a case on all fours. A settler
was in a lecality that proved unsatisfactory.
He was advised by the department to select
another farm, whieh was under the Agrienl-
tural Bank. He applied to the Agricaltural
Bank, Dbat the bhank refused to advance
that man any nmoney on that favrm. The
Industries Assistance Board also refused to
assist hin.  Yet that man says, ‘I am going
on; I know T can make a soecess of it.’’
This, in spite of the Agrienltural Bank, the
Industries Asistance Board, and the exper-
ience of the men previously om that farm.
I say in all carnestness that T helieve we
are exactly on all-fours so far as this River-
ton estate is concerned. I do mot say that
these soldiers do not honestly believe thaf
they ¢an make a soccess of this venture.

Mr. Munsie: The departmental officers say
they can.

My, THOMSOX: T do not think they do
say that.

Mr. Munsie: They told the committee they

did.

Mr. THOMSBON: 1 ¢an ouly deal with the
general report which is here. J am dealing
with that veport which the hon. member
himselt signed. He was one of those who
concurred in paragraph 2 of this report, io
which it is stated@ that the committee ave
impresgsed with the lack of fertility in the
soil. '

My. Munsie: Quite true.

Mr. THOMBON: BSurely we have better
land than this upon which we can settle
our returned soldiers. Let us give them
an opportunity of geiting on to better land.
T have no desire to digparage this partieular
estate, but T am speaking from the national
point of view,

AMr. Munsie: Do not Jet anyone get a start
in any way; keep them off as long as ven
can.

AMy. THOMSON: I have said repeatedly in
the Honse that it is time we did something
for onr returned men.

Mr. Munsie: Then start to do somethinz.

Mr. PHOMSOXN: T have heen endeavouring
to see that justice is done. If I had my
way as a practical man T would say that it
was not in the interests of these soldiers
to go on the land in this place. beeanse 1
am convineed that they cannot make a sue-
cess of the husiness. If these men have
ecaome back disabledl we shonld give them the
best land upon which to settle, But in this
case the select committee state that they are
impressed with the apparent lack of fertility
in the soil. T hope this is not to be laid
down as a standard of the class of land we
intend to place at the disposal of our re-
turned soldiers.

Mr. Munsie: I hope so too.
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Mr. THOMSOX: It this House endarses
the settling of returmed soldiers upon land
of this description. it is safe to say that the
Minister in charge of the repatriation scheme
will e deluged with offers of jand of this
quality. Tu the report of the committee. it
1s stated—

Tn the opinion of the committee it is
veryv desirable that the fullest inquiry
should, withont delay, be made by the Re-
turned Soldiers’ Scttlement Board as to
the possibility of securing all available
land within the metropolitan area snitable
for the purpese of intense enltivation.

We will probably be having a debate sooner
or later upon this scheme, and T do not pro-
pese to touch upen that phase at the present
time. T hope the Mouse will not endorse the
Riverton estate as part and parcel of anv
repatriation seheme, '

Mr, TEESDALE (Roebourne) [5.3]: The
hon, member who has just sat down has been
very explieit in endeavouring to shew that he
h'as never detracted from the value of this par-
tieular land. He has dome this from
the wvery inception and has lost no oppor-
tunity of doing so. He actunlly went out of his
way to insult four reputable husiness men oc-
cupying high and honourable positions in Perth,
ani practically aceused them of having ex-
ploited the Government. That was a verv ob-
jectionabie remark to make, for one would
think that those gentlemen belonged to some
firm of eommon Jews who were trying to vie-
timise the Government. Tf hon. members will
take the trouble to find ont for themselves they
will aseertain that those men are men of some
standing in the city. I do not think they would
lend themselves to any exploitation of the Gor-
ernment. They made a straightout offer to the
Government, and gave every consideration to
the offer made in return by the Government,
They decided to turn that offer down, and
have heen aceused of discourtesy in that re-
spect. They made another offer of the land and
T have the Minister’s printed word that those
men ¢an now go ahead and make the necessary
applications, and that everrthing is satisfae-
tory, Now we have members here running down
the land in the face of the opinion expressed
by the Government expert that the land is fair
land. and that, with encrgy and industry, the
men could make a good living vpon it. Surely
that is all we want for land which costs us no-
thing. Tt is impracticable toe put men upen
land which has been bought at £20 an acre be-
cause they are not able to afford it. Ther must
have money for clearing and developing their
land, and must have money to keep themselves
alive until the land bhecomes productive. Tt ilt
becomes the member for Katanning (Mr,
Thomson) to put himself up against the Gov-
ernment expert, who is paid by the Government,
and should be a man whose word should carry
weight, Mr. Camm is a man who is competent,
or clse he wonld not be kept on by the Govern-
ment. In the face of his report, in which he
says that these men can make a good living, T
cannot understand the attitude of the hon.
member. Tt ig said that these men will have to
fight competition. Every marekt gardener has to
compete with other market gardeners, and these
men will have the same opportunity of eom-
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peting as other men have had. There are scores
of men out at Oshorne Park who are making a
good living, and are doing so within 15 yards
of Chinamen. 1 do not see why hon. members
should, at this particnlar juncture, try torouse
np this business again, and go over the whole
of the ground once more, just as if it had never
heen before the House. The settlement of this
land has been stated to be practicable by the
experts of the Government, and the Minister
has publicly stated that there is no more diffi-
eulty standing in the way. T hope that hon.
members will o their best to aid the men in
making a start, These unfortunate seldiers are
practically at the end of their resources. One
man has had fearfully bad luck. His wife has
been so affected by the waste of time and the
seandalous neglect to which her husband has
heen subjected that she is now inearcerated in
an asvlum. This eccurrence is due directly to
the manner in whieh her husband was kept
walking about the streets for months looking
for work. Tf the men are prepared to work let
us give them an opportunity to work, and if
they want to go out to this land in order to
make a living, let us give them ap opportunity
of doing so. If we lost the whole lot it would
not amount to very much, and it is time en-
ough to speak ahout a loss when the men come
and tell us that they have lost. T believe that
they will make a success of their bhusiness if
only to flout these people who attack them on
every occasion.

Mr. FOLEY (Lecnora) [3.10]: Ever since
ovnr soldiers have been returning to these shores
there has bheen talk of repatriation. Now that
there is some proposal, no mafiter how small,
before us to which we can give effect, some
of the ideas expressed in this Chamber seem
to indicate that members want more talk
and desire that nothing shall he done.

Mr, Munsie: Do not let anvone get a start,

Mr. FOLEY: They are doing this owing te,
what thev confend is, their whole-hearted
sympiathy which is going out to our returned
soldiers. They can talk from now to Dooms-
day, but the returned soldier will waut more
than talk, This is something more than talk.
Tt is onlv a small thing, bt T want this.
House to make it definite that this is portion
of the repatriation scheme. We do not want
this to he the whole thing, and we know it
is not going to be the whole of the assist-
ance that we will render in this direction. Tf
hon, members here say that this is going to
be the lot, then when the people get an op-
portunity of saying wha shall represent them
in Parliament in the future, there will be
very few who will he returned to this Cham-
her.

Hon. T. Walker: No one suggested sueh a
thing.

Mr. FOLEY: The report of the commit-
tee has been presented. The mover of the
motion is supposed to be a practical man, and
ke has moved that the report he put into
effect. Even if he was not a member of the
committee that gentleman has had oppor-
tonities of gaining knowledge whieh is going
to be of much unse in connection with our re-
turned soldiers. And T feel sure that many
hon. members support the view that this
land should be given a trial. The member
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for Katanning, of course, is opposed to the
idea, but his experience—he tollows prinecip-

ally the accupation of huilder and cou-
tractor in  Kataoning—is net of much
valne to the House in  this  regard,

The State is responsible for the expenditure
of a certain amount of money whieh is Dbeing
provided by the Commonwealth. I believe that
the Government will ave to pay a great deal
more than they think for getting this money
from the Commonwealth. The mouey will be
paid out in order to ygirve these men n chance
on this portion of the Riverton estate, and it
will not be wasted. It is said that possibly
threa of these returned soldiers will go back
to the war. 1 hope they will not do so. Bot
there is still a ypossibility of the other two
making good. If the men make good on that
Riverton estate, iv spite of the talk we have
had of repatriation, we e¢an at least say that
there are two soldiers whom we have settled
on the land. We have not setiled any so far.

Hon. F. K. 8. Willinott (Honovary Minis-
ter): Do not make an assertion like that, One
would think we had not put any of them on the
land.

Mr. FOLEY: | know that some have bheen
put on the land, but T want to seec more go
there.

Mr. Teesdale: Two bloeks have been applied
for sinee we took up ours.

Mr. FOLEY: Hon. members who are oppos-
ing this secheme do mot apparently want to
see any more returned soldiers go upon this
particudar land. 1f these men think they are
goiug to make a living upon that land, why
should they not go there?

My, Thomsen: That is all I am after.

Mr. FOLEY: On top of this, argument has
becu brought to bear by departmental officers
who have said that the land is good enough
for these men to take up, and make a living
upon. We have also the experience of the
mover of the motion, who has spent his whole
life in agriculture. He has said that these
men should be given an opportunity of mak-
ing their living on this land. 'There is not
one hon. member [ think, in the Chamber, who
wishes this to e the end of the repatriation
acheme. T believe there is better land than
the Riverton estate for the settlement of our
returned soldiers within the metropolitan area,
and that if we could place some of the re-
turned men on the Oshorne Park lands we shouldl
be giving them a better opportunity than if
we placed all of them upon the Riverton estate.
Tt is of course not proposed to do that. The
committee have wisely recommended that this
portion of the Riverton estate only should be
Pplaced at the disposal of the returned soldiers.
‘The people wha ure working out at Oshorne
Park to-day are making a good living there.
One hon memher in opposition to the motion,
when the member for Hannans interjected,
‘agked if any of the men there who are making
8 living had a motor car. T want to know if
it is an indieation from the ugriculturist’s
point of view as to whether he is on a sound
basis that he must possess a motor car. Tf
‘8 mar must own a motor car to he in affiuent
-¢ircamstances and to be successful. then T con-
tend fthat a pgreat deal more should he going

[ASSEMBLY.]

into the coffers of the State in connection
with our agricultural industry. [ want to see
these men given an opportunity for the fol-
lowing veasons, The land bas been made avail-
able; there are returned soldiers willing and
anxious to go on this lanl, and money is pro-
vided to help them; and lastly, the depart-
mental officers, on whose word we rely almost
solely for our administration in this State,
lave said that the land is worth a trial. We
do not want to wait to see if these men make
zood, the Government can still go on with what
they are deing in other direetions. This will
show that we lhave an earnest desire to for-
ward the interests of the returned soldiers
which we have not done up to the present
time. Tt will be a dirty taste in the mouths
of the returned soldiers if we turn them down.
The Government officers say that the land is
worth a trial and these men say, ‘*We are
willing to take the risk. We have taken greater
risks at the fromt.?’ Tf these men show the
same pluck which put them up the hills at
Gallipeli; if they show the same pluck thab
put them through the mud at Flanders, they
witl make a success of the 60 acres on the
Riverton estate. 1 hope the report of the
committee will be given effect to. Tt will do
something in a general way to show we have
an earnest desire to do something for our
retorned seldiers.

Mr. MULLAXNY ({Menzies) [5.17]: Ishall
support the motion and I agreec with the
remarks which fell from the member for
Katanning, that this report is in no way en-
thusiastic, but merely an expression of the
opinion of the select committee that on tlhe
evidence gathered by the committee and
from departmental officers, people who are
in # position to know, the committee came to
the conelusion that it is possible for these
men to make a deeent living on the land
in ¢uestion. But I want it to be made per-
feetly clear, in any case from my point of
view, that this select committee dealt solely
with the 68 acres and that the recommen-
dation has no heaving on any other land on
the Riverion Estate, or anywhere else in
Western Australin. 1 am prepared to say,
while T have no knowledge of the capabili-
ties of the land, on viewing the G8 acres, I
felt disappointed and felt sorry to think
that there was nothing better that counld bhe
offcred these men on their return to Western
Australia. T would like to feel that any pro-
position which these men were allowed to
take on, there should be no doubt whatever,
provided the men arve willing and able to
work, but that a good and fairly comfortahle
and easy living could be made there. T am
expressing my own opinion. There is noe
shadow of doubt that these men are facing
difficulties. They are faring a tough propesition
where they are going, and T believe depart-
mental officers will agree with that. But
there is another side. Thesc men have re-
turned after doing a period in defence of
Australia and the BEwmpire. They were told
on enlistment, and right through. that on
their return every possible effort would he
made to place them in as good a position
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or even better, as they were in when they
left Australia. Theve is one paragraph in
the committee’s report, L refer to paragraph
8, which I should like to draw atteation to.
The committee say—
They consider that a great factor in the
promise of success is the confidence and
« nthusiasm shown by the returned seoldiers
interested in the scheme.
I regret to suv that if delays go on for long
one of the greatest asscts these men possess
to-day, the confidence and enthusiasm, the
confidence that their countrymen in Austra.
lin will carry out their promise and plaee
them where they can make a good living,
will be lost. Tn losing that, these men will
have lost their greutest asset. Tu the evi-
dence given before the seleet committee by
the departmental officers, it was stated that
there is no better proposition available in
the metropolitan area than this fand. They
have stated that in their opinion it iy pos-
sible for the men to make a suecess of the
venture and I, as a member of the eommit-
tee, did not feel disposed to go against that
recommendation. T trust that the report will
be ndopted and the men given an. oppor-
tunity to make good. No matter what the
Houge carries, there is another safeguard.
The officers of the Agricultural Bank must
satisfy themselves before any advanee is
made, that there is a possibility of soceess.
It is not a matter of advancing the money,
that makes me feel doubtful hut the desire
to feel perfectly confident that the men are
going to make a succegs. No one likes to
hiave the responmsibility of saying, ‘‘We were
responsible for placing the men there. We
allowed them to go there,”’ if in the next
fow wvears they do not make a suceess of
the venture, I therefore think we should
do well in not delaying further, but allow
these men te go on the land and prove their
assertion that they can make a living there.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Camnning) [5.22] : Speaking for
myself, I intend to support the motion. When
these men first appreached me about the Riv-
erton estate I argumed a good deal with them
and they impressed me with their earnestness
and by the faet that they were praetieal men
and knew what they were about to undertake.
Some two or three of them are married men
and their wives have been over the estate and
know what they have to face. I have told the
men that they will have to work early and
late; that they will have to slog in order
to make a suecess of the venture. They told
me that they were prepared to do that; thay
were prepared to put their back into it and
that they were going to make a snccess of it.
T told them that the whole of Western Aus-
tralia was open to them, that any lands which
the Government were possessed of or counld get
hold of, they eould have, but they do not want
to go anywhere else.  The proximity of the
land to the metropolitan market and the easy
transit to the metropolitan market was a great
factor in the case. Then there was the fact
that half a dozen of them would pool their
goods. Thes wonld work together, they would
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have one lorry or motor-boat, Although the
land is not as good as land in other localities,
those two conditions which I have meationed
are absent in other localities. These men say
they have studied all that and they prefer to
take the Jand in the position where it is. I
have spoken to the men, not once, but half a
dozen times, and I have spoken to their wives
and T know they are thoroughly satisfied to
face the position and they know they are go-
ing to make a suceess. There is no piece of
land in Western Australia that we would not
find somebody to say that it is no good; land
at York or Northam, Moora, Serpentine or
GGuilidford even, or on the Swan which is much
hetter. We have land of all kinds and all
sorts.

Mr. Angelo: The Ciascoync.

The ATTORNEY GENERAT.: Yes, if all
the reports one hears of the Gascoyne are true,
one would like to see a large settlement there,
and if the member for (Gascoyne has his way
and puts his energy inte it as he does into
nther matters there may be settlement there,
and T will help him. If you want to hear a
good aceount of Northam lands you write to
the hon. member (Mr. Mitehell) and he will
tell you that it is a glorious place, but if one
goes to another distriet, people will tell you
what a bad place Northam is. There is not a
spot in Western Australia that people cannot
be found both for and against.

Hon. J. Mitehell: That will apply to the
whele world.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, but it
ix a peeuliar failing of Western Australia.
These men arve willing and anxiousg to take this
job. None of these men ean market garden or
farm by proxy. They cannot appoint some-
body else to do the work for them. They have
to reside on the blocks and do the work them-
selves amd they tell me they are willing to do
that and they are willing to take their wives
and stand the brunt and carry the thing
through. That heing the state of affairs the
the House should agree, after the evidence
that has been given, to the motion, Only te-
day, to show members there has been no delay
in the matter, the Manager of the Agricultural
Bank, Mr. Paterson, the Chief Inspector Jlr.
Hewby, and one of the trustees, Mr. Richard-
son, paid a visit of inspection to this block.
When I left the office this afternoon they had
not come back, therefore I have not their re.
port. Probably it will be available in the
morning. Therefore T cannot say if thev are
for or against the land, but on the evidence
before the House, T think our vote should be
yos.

AMr. BROUN (Beverley) [3.27]: As one of
the select commiitee who inquired into this
particular area of land, I feel with the other
hon. member of the committee, who has al-
ready spokeu as to the land, after inspection,
that it is not as good as we would like to see
or we would like soliliers to occupy, The
quality of the land is not np to the standard
that I wonld like to have seen, but taking the
evidence given hefore the committee we could
come to no ether conclusion but that this land
is most suitable, within a reasonable area to
Perth for the soldiers to he settlet on. I rame
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to the conclusion that this land could he
made, by adding manures to it and
working it properly, equal to aimost anything
in and around Perth, for producing vegetables.
Thege men are very anxious to go on these par-
ticular bloeks and I think it would he a pity
to put anything in the way of preventing them
going on the blocks and making a comfortable
Iiving. They are going te settle on the bloeks
and outside of that, from the evidence given,
they intend also to go in for some other ocen-
pation in the City, That is that their wives
will attend to something else to combine in the
making of a reasonable living. The evidence
given by two wmen, Metealf aud Riley is un-
doubtedly in favour of the land heing able to
produce vegetables. Mr. Riley stated in evi-
dence, and he has been on the land 21 years,
that on his present lholling he is averaging
an income of £400 a year. The highest in-
come he has derived from any one year’s op-
erations has been £600 and his average net
profit was £400, and if that was possible on
an area of 24 acres, surely these returned
soldiers would he able to make a fair living
from the blocks they propose to go on. The
average quality of the land adjoining these
Llocks is very similar to that of the cultivated
blocks and there is a fair amount of moist
country there, The water is not deep on any
of the holdings and it wonld he an easy mat-
ter to grow produee. T admit that the task
will be laborious, but that propesition was put
to the men and they expressed themsclves. as
being thoroughly satisfiedl to go on to the held-
ings, being well aware of the difficulties they
would have to ecomtend against. The only
matter that stands in the way is the question
of the advance of £500. Tt seems a largo sum
of moncy to advance for the seeurity that will
be held by the Government, bat seeing that
the wmen are so determined to go on this Tand
aud seeing that they are convineed that they
are going to make a fair living from it, anl
also taking into consideration that Lientenant
Williams stated they would not vequire the
whole of the £500, I think the least the House
can do is to give the men the opportunity of
going onh to the blocks and make a comfortable
living for themselves. T do not recommend to
the House or to the Government that any other
portion of this property should he ent up for
repatriation purposes. T woull advise that a
trial be given to this scttlement, and if it
proves satisfactory, the Government will then
be able to settie more men on the area. T do
net think that sufficient investigations have
heen made in and around the metropolitan
area, and nearer to the market for betfer land.
But in connection with the Riverton estate,
seeing that the land bas bheen made available
for the soMliers, T consider they should he
allowed to settle there. That, however, should
not debar the Government from conduocting in-
vestigations elsewhere in the wmetvopolitan area
with the ultimate object of settling other re-
turned soldiers.

Alr. MUNSTE (Hannans) [3.34]: 1 da not
ohject to the two memhers who spoke first
wanting to dissociate these five soldiers from
any vepatriation scheme of the Government.
We have talked repatriation for months, but
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nothing has been done te give the men a
chance of getting an the land. We have the
opportunity now of settling these men on the
Riverton estate on areas which have been
given te them, and we have it on reenrd
also in the form of evidence from depart-
mental officers that they helieve these men
will be able to make a living on that land.
Oac of those officers declarved that he knew
uo befter land. T asked this question of
Mr. Camm-—

Do yon know of any other Jand that is
better in your opinioun than the Riverton
estate hlocks and is 23 close to Ferth as
these are?

Mis answer was— .

T think we onght to he able to find land

equally as good as that.
My, Camm admitted that if an investipation
were made of the land within an area of nive
miles it might be possible to find land which
was as good. Then hon. members come along
and sny, ‘Do not let those men go there
for fear that they may fail.”* T do not care
where we put men on land in Western Aus-
tralia, there will always be some failures.
[ want now to read the remainder of Mr.
Camm’s reply, and I hope the Monorary Miu-
ister will take heed of that anmswer to my

question, the number of which is 353, Mr.
Camm goes on to say—
I have recommended to the Minister

that we should have a classification made
of all Crown lands within five miles of
existing railway lines, One cannot put
oue’s finger on any plan now and say,
““Here is good or here is bad land,””  All
we know of is what has been selected, but
there must be some patches of land that
are very suitable,
There we have the repatriation officer telling
the select committee that he has made that
recommendation to the Ainister. T hope the
Minister will give effect to it. Tn guestion
354 T asked My, Camm— :

T want to know if vou are cognisant of
any better land than this Riverton cstate
land?

The reply was—

T really cannut say. We are anxious to
get the soldiers settled on some lands near
Perth.

Mr. Camm was absolutely faveurable to thoze
men being given the opportunity of taking
up that land. Then we got the opinion of
Mr. John Robinson, Chairman of the Land
Qualification Board, a gentleman with 35
vears' experience, and he went even further
than Mr. Camm. The complaint of the mem-
ber for Aven (Mr, Harrison) in regard to
these blocks is that the analvsis of the soil
showed a deficiency in plant food. Mr. Rob-
inson gave us his experience of analytical
teats for soils in this State. He spoke of
country which was absolutely condemned for
wheat growing as the result of an analysis
That was 23 years ago, and it was land held
by Ar, Padbury, Mr., Robinson told us that
he had taken no less than 33 bushels fo the
acre from the first erop from this very land.
Thero is praetical experience against theory.
We had before us the praetical experience
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of two wen whe lave been on the Liverton
estate lor a considerable rime, Messrs., Met-
calf aml Rilev. There is uot the slightest
shadow of doubt that the swamp which goes
through the Jand taken ap by three of the
returned soldiers is a continuation of that
swamp on Metealf’'s Dblock, and if Metealf
Las heen able to make a good living, the
soldiers I have no doubt will be able to do
the same. [ hope the House will endorse the
conunittee’s report and pive those men the
opportunity of taking up that land and get-
ting to work. Hon. members have suggestad
that we shonld wait until we ean see whether
we can find better land somewhere else, hut
I would point ont that those men are anx-
ions to get to work. They uare eating their
lunds off as things are and if they remnin
itle mueh lobger, they will not go oun the
lind at all. T hope these men will get the
a~~istance they are agking for, but [ do not
believe that, axeept those who want some
stock, they will aceept the full £500 which is
dve to them in connection with the repatria-
tion seheme.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay—in reply) [5.42]:
I cannot but admire the earnest desire of hon.
members to sce that the returned soldiers get
a fair deal in the matter of settlement on the
land. Many of the members who have expressed
a genuine doubt as to the probability of these
men succeeding on small holdings, have not a
full knowledge of the capabilities of the soil
in the coastal areas. I claim to he a practical
man and T am fully conversant with the soils
of the Avon Valley, and T know what they
are hest capable of producing, but when it
cones ta the coast and the sandy hills, [ must
admit T have some doubt about that iand being
made to produee a paying crop. But we have
only to go to Claremont, where on the hills
we find that many froit trees, and vines in
partienlar, flourish. On the rise at Claremont
{ have seen a single vine in what seemed to
be the poorest and hongriest looking sand,
producing a quarter to a half a ton of grapes.

Mr. Monsie: And that land was much higher
than the water level of the Riverton cstate.

Mr. PTIESSE: Anyone who has a konowledge
of the vine is well aware that ingide six months
it extends its root system to a depth of soil
which fertilisers cannot reach. In connection
with the Riverton estate, T regarded it as being
one of the most miserable looking patches of
land it was possible to find, but when ve got
to Metealf’s property and saw the luxurious
growth of rhubarb in white sand, I altered
my opinion. Rhuharb is a winter plant, but
the stems of the leaves we saw there were
remarkable for their size even at this period
of the vear. T came to the conclusion that
T had yet a good deal to learn with regard
to the capahilities of sand in the coastal areas,
and that was one faetor which induced me to
gink my personal conviction as te the ecapa-
bilities of the soil and also induced me to
apree with my fellow members of the select
committee to give the returned soldiers an
opnortunity of testing those soils. As regards
the men themselves, T was strock hy their
phveique. They seemed hy ne means to he in-
valids, but able-bodied men, who were dis-
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playing a keen interest in settlement on these
particular Llocks, 1 feel sure that these men
will do well at Riverton, I have listenedl to
several wmembers spezking in generalities on
repatriation, but although those members are
actuated by the best desires, they fail to real-
ise that the remarks generally made with refer-
ence to repatriation are of littie value to the
Government or to the House, What we want
is a practical scheme, though of course I ren-
lise the difticulty of the Minister who is con-
trelling repatriation.

Mr. SPEAEER: The bon. member is not
in order in discussing repatriation under this
motion.

Mr. PIESSE: I merely desire to back up
the arguments used in favour of this particular
area. I do thiuk that these returned soldiers
bave a reasonable chance of making a stceess
of this portion of the Riverton esfate.

(Juestion put and passed.

MOTION - - REPATRIATION OF RE-
TURNED SATLORS AND SOLDIERS.
To inquire by Seleet Committee.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [543 L

move—

“‘That a select committee be appoiuted
to inquire into the question of repatrin-
tion of returned sailors and soldiers.’”’

T do not claim to have been Heaven sent in
this matter or to have any more knowledge
of the question than the majority of the
members of this House. Furthermore, I have
no desire to disparage the efforts of the Gov-
ernment in this respect. At the same time, [
realise that this is a matter of grave nr.
geney. It is alse 2 matter of duty and how-
our. It is a matter of honour inasmuch as
when we sent thess men from our shores,
who are new returning, we sent them away
with a definitc promise that it was our de-
sirec and intention, if possible. to place then
upon their return to Western Australia in a
better position, thun when they left these
shores. T is both a duty and a privilege
whieh should he vounchsafed to members of
this House, to do something in the divection
of rewardiug those men, who have stood he-
tween us and worse than death. T alse appre-
viate the privilege afforded to me of bring.
ing forward this question of repatriation. T
recently asked a question, not through mere
idle curiosity, but in order to carry out a
promise that T made te my cleetors that [
would wmake repatriation one of the first
plunks in my platform, and beecause I felt it
wmy duty to do my utmest to impress on the
Government the urgency of this matter. bhut
the answer given to my question was, to my
mind, not quite satisfactory. Tt did not in-
dicate that the CGovernment at that time
were fully scized of the urgency of the gues-
tion of repatriation. One of the questions T
asked was as to whether the Government
had done anything in regard Lo the indns-
trial aspect of the case, and the reply was
that the industrial aspeet of repatrvintion
had not vet received any consideration. With
regard to the land settlement seheme. T had
placed in my hands a proposal formulated
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by the Mivister in eharge of repatiiation,
who waa assisted by the member for Nor-
tham (ILou. J. Mitehell). This scheme was
placed before me ag sowething whieh had
been  definitely  decided, I subsequently
moved a motton that & return should  he
placed upon the table of the House showing
the Iund available for purpuses of repatrin.
tien, and 1 was then informed that the
scheme had been wiped out of existence, and
that tiie boards which had then been formed
no longer existed.

Hon, . E. 8 Willmott (onorary Minis-
ter): To what boards ave you referering?

Mr. PICKERING: T am referring to the
boards which were mentioned in that scheme.
If these boards are in existenee now, then
the Minister who teld me that they had been
wiped ont mnst have been in error. T shonld
like to «Jdraw hon. members’ attention to a
very itmportant statemcnt which was made
by the Treasurer when he veturned from
Melbourne. it is such an important state-
ment that T lhope lon. members will listen
very earefully te it. Tt was stnted that the
Treasurer had u lonyg interview with Seantor
Millen, and that the Senator had pointed
out that appavently every State was in
the same position as Western Awnstralia
in the matter of vrepatriation. in the
position of not knowing where they were.
Just conceive of the Minister in charge of
repatriation in the Commonwealth sdmitting
at the expiration of three vears of war that
the Government did unot know where they
wore! If that is the position of the States
then it is 2o sorry one for tlose men who
have returned to our shores, and arve return-
ing here almost every day. Tt was then sng-
gested that the outcome of the difficulty
would be to have another confercnee. What
would be the result of such a conference?
The ovbject of the conference, so far as T enn
understand, was to decide as to what wore
the respective splieres of action of the State
Governments and the Commonwealth (Guov-
ernment. 1t shonld not he necessary alter
three years of war that we shoulid have to
define our relative positions,  TF ihis 15 the
ease the whole thing is disgen =ful,

The Premier: T <o not know that it is dis
graceful.

Mr, PICRKERING: Tt is disgracefn] that we
do not know what the respective spheres are as
between State aml Commonwenlth at this june-
ture.

The Premier:
know.

Mr. PICKERING: T gay that the Common-
wealth do not know where they are, [t is very
evident to me, if we nre to have a suecessful
land settlement scheme, that the decision as to
the line upon which this scheme is to he hailt,
must rest with those who are cognisant of the
lneal conditions. Tt is impossible to imagine
that the authorities in dMelbourne ean arrange
any scheme which would apply to the loeal con-
ditions of Western Australia. The member for
Tooityay (Mr. Piesse) illustrated my meaning
very well when he drew attention to the faet
that he knew thoroughly the conditions which

The Commoenwealth Jdo not
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appertainedl to the Aveon valley, but that he
was noi cognisant of the conditions appertain-
ing to the coastal area, Practically the whole
of my’ experience has been gained in the coastal
areas of this State. 1f 1 bhappened to he at
IeHerberrin, and was askel to express an
opinion regarding the charneter of the land
in the vicinity [ might say that such and such
land- was first class and that other land wad
not as good. Tn the opinion of those resident in
the disgtriet T might ke quite wrong, and one
rart of the country might he good in a wet
season and another part good in a dry scason,
but T wonld not be sufficiently cognisant of the
loeal conditions to know this, When we realise
the difficulties which confront vs in our own
State in this direction liow is it possible that
the Commenwealth authorities conll put for-
ward any scheme which wonld apply to each
partientar State? T think in the past the atten-
tion of this [Touse has been eonfined more or
less to only one of the two phases of this ques-
tion, namely, to lanl settlement. I would point
cut that the other phase of this question is in
connection with our industries. With regard
to land settletent. it will be remembered that
T asked the Premier to lav npon the Table of
the Honge a retwrn showing what land was
available for repatriation purposes. Tnfortu-
nately owing to the isorganisation of the
train service I was not preseut in the House
when the veturn was laid on the table, and
have therefore not had a fitting opportunity of
seeing it. T woulkl point out that if +his return
had Teen available at an earlier date some of
the diffieultics which arose iun connection with
the Riverton estate wight have been obviated.
T have no desive to tonch upon the Riverton es-
tate at this jonctnre. In my opinion, and in the
opinien of the Farmers and Settlers’ Associa-
tion, of which | am a member, the scheme that
is hest suited for the purpose of repatriation
is that of re-purchasing estates on existing
railway lines. Tf possible wherever there is good
land adiacent to our railway system, it should
be the duty of the (Government to secure it for
the purpase of settling our retnrned sailors
and soldiers. Tt is not intended that the land
should he exactly alongside the railway, but
that it should he within a reasonahle distance
of our railway system, so that each one of the
soldier or sailor settlers should have a reason-
able prospect of successfully developing his
Lolding, and incidentally developing the ‘131]-
way system which is so badly in need of freight.
MThe main essential to my mind in a seheme of
Jand settlement is that we shonld be sure that
the men who take up land have a certainty of
success, provided they exercise a _re:lsmu;uhle
amount of energy and determination. Fhat
should be the one objert that shonld be kept in
view by anyone who is dealing with this ques-
tion. Tt matters not where the land lies, whether
at Northam, Kelterhercin, or some other centre,
hut swherever the land is that is suitahle for
this purpose the Giovermment shonld procwre it
and make every effort to see that these men
secure a living from the beginming. Tt is of
conrse a sine qua non that the land must he of
first clnss quality. Tt is no use settling these
men under sieh conditions as appertain to the
Riverton estate. Tt should he onr desire to get
hold of the very best Imul that is procurable,
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anl this land must he of first-class quality.
The question then arises as to the improvements
upon this land. One thing we have to hear in
mind is that everything reyuired for the im-
provement of the land for these men will be
obtained at a fictitious value. We know thai to
get wire for feneing or iron for roofing we
have toe buy at a price which will not repre-
sent a fair asset to any institution that ad-
vances upon such security. So far as improve-
ments of that natnre are concerned, they should
in my opinion be as limited as possible. The
money” that is given to these men should be
spent more on the development of the land for
reproduetive purposes, and in order to assist
them to make z living from the very start. To
that end, as little expenditure as possible
should be made upon either huildings or fene-
ing. \nother guestion is as to the payment for
these lands, T am not in a position to say by
what means the Government could purchase
these estates; that is a matter for the Govern-
ment themselves to decide. The suggestion
which T desire to put forward is that the
House should take into consideration the pos-
sibility of obtaining land on very iong terms.

The Premier: The Royal Commission has
been dealing with the business for a year and
a half.

Mr. PICKERING: T will go so far as to
say that the period of repayment upon land of
this nature should be anything from 350
years to GO years. It has heen the experi-
ence of Sonth Australin that the solution of
the difficulty there in settling these repur-
chased estates can only be overcome by
extending the period of repayment for
these assets to as long a time as 64 vears. It
will be the opinion of mest hou. members,
think, that the question of the settlement ot
people on the land has been dealt with in
other parts of the world than iv this Stute.
The same diflicalty has been found 1o orcur
in England. A commuttee was appointed to
go into this question in the 01d Country. and
found that the solution of the diffienlty lay
in making life on the land attractive. Any
scttlement that is brought about in this
State in connection with repatriation shounld
be formed on a system of grouped arcas. If
we send these people to isolated parts of the
State, men who have Dbeen aceustomed to
living cheek by jowl in the trenches, there
will be a danger of driving them to despair.
Alv idea, therefore, i3 to have grouped areas.
Such 2 gvstem will render it more easy to
provide those facilities which are necessary
to make life on the land attractive, in the
way of agricuitural halls, sehools, post offices,
railway sidings, and such like facilities, and
these shounid as nearly as possible be placed in
the ventre of each group. T would eommend
that aspect of the guestion to the eareful con-
sideration of the House. Some time must
elapse between the return of troops fo this
State and their settiement on the land, and
to tide over that period I would suggest that
we should utilise the State farms as receiv-
ing depdts for these men. If the men wha
desire to go in for wmixed farming were
drafted to the Brunswick State Farm, an ex-
cellent opportunity wonld be afforded them
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of getting first-hund knowledge of the life
they intend to follow. Returned soldiers de-
sirous of embarking on wheat growing, or
another kind of farming, might be sent to the
Narrogin State Farm, or {o another of those
institutions. We must constantly bear in
mind that this is a grave national emergency.
We have men coming back to our shores. Asg
they arrive here, there is no immediate pro-
vision for them; and in some instaoces they
drift into a life of idleness which is not good
for them or for the State. The sooner, after
their arrival, the men are taken in hand and
given the opportuwnity of wmaking good, the
better it will be for the State, and the hetter
it will be for the men. Touching now on the
industrial aspeet of the question, I persoen-
ally am not ptepared to put forward =a
seheme in that direction. The rcason why 1
am anxious to have a seleet commitice ap-
pointed to go into the question is that the
committee may be so constituted as fo em-
brace both sides of the question. Tf the
Government are good enough to concede my
raqnest, hon. members will bear in mind that
I should like to see represented on the com-
mittee the various aspects of the repatriation
question. We have had so many suggestions
of different natores from almost every mem-
ber of the House, that I think it is absolutely
essential the suggestions should be finalised,
so that they may he utilised in the hest in-
terests of the soldiers who have returned,
and will return. Tt is a matter of honour and
a matter of duty that we should approaeh
this subject at once, and with the utmost
earncstness and the utmost zeal. T do trnst
hon. members will realise the seriousness of
the position as T have realised it, and that
thexy will give this particalar motion the
most hearty support.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [6.3]: I second
the motion, which the member for Sussex has
placed before the House so clearly as to leave
me little to say. Like many members, T bhave
for a long time been dimsatisfied with the
progress, or lack of progress, which has char-
acterised repatriation matters. T quite agree
with the observations of the mover on group
settlement, and on the necessity for making
the life of the man who goes on the land not
only  profitable but attractive. This is no
new phase of the repatrintion question. Tt
has been discussed in manv other parts of
the world. In a country like North America
two relert committees have sat to inquire
inte the repatriation problem from beginning
to end, The first committee went verv fully
into the matter, but, as the results were not
considered to he cntirely satisfactory, a
second committee were appointed and again
most exhaustively examined the whole ques-
tion, getting in contact with a military hos-
pital commission, and finally submitting 2
set of recommendations which places our
North American brothers in the very front
rank as regards repatriation sehemes in His
Majesty 's dominions. As T say, T have heen
dissatisfied with the progress of repatriation.
I diseussed the subject on many oceasions
with Mr. Carpenter, a former member for
Fremantle. That gentleman and myself asked
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questions on the subjeet in this House, and
the answers which we received lulled us into
a false sensc of security, into an unfounded
belief that everything was going well. The
trouble ail along bas been that of dual cen-
trol. Western Australia has not been able to
get anything definite from the Commonwealth
Government, who in this respect exhibited n
lack of zeal. 1 really believe that in Western
Australiz there have been earnest endeavours
to grapple with the problem. But funds have
not been available, and there have heen many
difficulties, more especially that of iual con-
trol.  All these factors tended to produce un-
certainty, and, as a consequence, there has
been nothing bhut a muitiplicity of connsels,
and nothing to satisfy the man who, in many
a case, has come back here human -wreckage,
out of which we must make human salvage.
It s useless for me to labour the question.
The motion must appeal to hon. members,
and I have every confidence that the House
will decide to appoint a select committen.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—

“‘That the debate be adjourned.’’

Motion put, and a division taken with the

following result:—

Ayes 32
Noes 10
Majority for 22
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr  Lefroy
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Luley
Mr. Brown Mr. Mullanv
Mr. Chesson Mr. Muansie
Mr. Collier Mr. Q'Loghlen
Mr. Davies Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Durack Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. Foley Mr. Rocke
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Stewart
pr. George Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Green Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Veryard
Mr. Holman Mr, Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Jonea Mr. Willmott
Mr. Lambert Mr. Hardwick
(Teller.}
NoOEB.
Mr. Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Pickering
Mr. Harrlson M¢. Plesse
Mr. Maley Mr. Thomeon
Mr. Mitchell Mr, Jobnston
(Teller.)

Motion thus passed; the debate adjourned.

MOTION—WHARFAGE CHARGES,
FREMANTLE.

Mr. GRTFFITHS (York) [6.12]: T move—

*That in the opinion of this Hounse the
practice of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
in handling all goods on the Fremantle
wharves should be discontinued, and that
such service should be optional with ship-
pers; nlso that the charge for storage of
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wheat at Fremantie wharves is unwarrant-
ably high, and should be in conformity with
the rates charged for similar accommada-
tion in the Eastern States of the Common-
wealth.”?
When the Premantle Harbouwr Trust Amend-
ment Act No, 33 of 1906 was passed, it in-
cluded a1 section, No. 33, reading as follows:—
The Commissioners may provide servants
and labourers for loading and unleading
goods on the wharves and for working
cranes, etcetera, provided by the Commis-
sioners.
This provision appears to have heen omitted
trom the original Act, No. 17 of 1902, The
reason for its introduetion was that, owing to
abseunce of sufficient wharf sheds prior to 1906,
the responsibility for geeds in transit between
the ship's side and the railway goods shed at
Fremantle beeame, ¥or obvious reasons, an
acute question, and at the request of the mer-
cantile representatives the Trust were em-
powered by the Act of 1906 to effect all hand-
ling and delivery.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The best thing that
ever happened to the port of Fremantle.

AMr. GRIFFITHS: The Fremantle llarbour
Trust are the only port autliority in Australia
who act in this way to-day. As shed accom-
modation increased, the necessity for the
‘[rust’s asgistance disappeared; but, notwith-
standing urgent representations from merean-
tile interests—

flon. W. . Angwin:
ests,

Mr. GRIFEFITHS: The Trust continued this
unnegcessary and cumbersome service pregnant
with delay and other disadvantages. The
obsolete business methods prevailing at Fre-
mantle to-day have been discarded, as I have
already indicated, at all other Australian
ports; and the retention of the ont-of-date
nmethods represents a loss, as well as an affront
to the prestige of the State. Comparisons are
odious. but we ave faced with the fuet that
haudling serviees costing 2s. per ton at Fre-
mantle cost only TIs. 1'4d. per ton at Mel-
hourne, The necessity for a change of |oliry
is manifest, and ealls for immediate action,

From shipping inter-

Sitting suspendedl from 6.15 to 7.20 pm,

My, GRIFFITHS: Beforc tea I was endeav-
ouwring to show the House the excessive
eharge at Fremantle as against the charge
prevailing at the other ports of Australia,
that is, the 2s. rate charged at Fremantle as
against the Ts. 134d. rate in Melbourne.
Fven the 2s. rate is only made possible by
assistance from a high storage rate for
whent as admitted hy the hon. gentleman in
his replv to my questions in referenee to the
£12.000 per annun rate for the service. The
vhief arpument adduced by the Minister for
Tndnstries regarding the £12,000 per an-
nuin for the storage of  wheat
was iucurred in making provision for neces-
sary storage. The visible results aecrving
for the expenditure of £71,000 are profoundly
disappointing, but notwithstanding that faet,
interest and sinking fund amount to only
£3.200, and if the House agrees to shippers
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doing their own handling there will be no
necessity for penalising the wheat growers.
My contention is that shippers should have
the right to handle their own guods at Fre-
mantle, as is the practice in other Awstra-
lian ports. The high charges levied in West.
ern Australia on primaryv products practi-
caily place the State the most distant from
the home markets, I will instance one anom-
aly, the Fremantle wheat storage is a verit-
able mountain. Last November the quantity
of wheat stored at Fremantle was 77.000
tons. on which a charge of £32.000 per an-
nute was and is still being levied, or 3s. 1d.
per ton per annum., The rates in the other
States' ports is about one-twelfth of the Fre-
mantle charge. When the hon. pgentleman
was replying to my questions on wheat stor-
age, he made a great deal out of the effects
at Fremantle, and stated that over £70,000
had becn expended on storage arrangements.
Asg the inieresi and sinking fund is 4% per
cent. on that sum it ouly amounts to £3,200
per annum. Therefore, what justification is
there for charging £8,800 over and ahove the
sinking fund., As the storage arrangements
in the other States give satisfaction under
a low rate, it is evident that the expenditure
at Fremantle is excessive. Credit mnst be
given for the grain shed, which vepresents
£14,000, but in the other States the ground
surfiuce has to be flushed as well as that at
Fremantle. The Minister, when replving to
me, also confessed that wheat storage
charges provided interest and sinking fund
on wheat handling plant and facilities, It
was pointed out that the interest and sink-
ing fund should he added to the handling
charges, which would place the storage con-
ditions on the same basis as in other places
in Awstralia. For the Minister to argue that
for the prodigious charge of £14,000 two mil-
Jion bags can be stored where there is not
half that quantity requiring accommodation.
i3 incomprehensible. These answers, divested
of camouflage, show the storage conveniences
shiould work out at £3200. There is a fur-
ther allocation of £8,300, bringing the total
to £12,000. This is an iniquitons charge. The
mercantile community are keen on handling
their own poods as it can he done for 40
per cent. less than the alleged reduced haud-
ling charges. Before sitting down T wounld
like to give the members of this Chamber
the charges at the other ports of Australia.
At Syvdnev there iz no charge wmade for
wheat for open air storage, storage on rail-
way premises other than at the Darling Tsland
gheds, Melbourne, 7s. 8d. per 1,000 super-
ficial feet per month is charged. which works
out at 2%d. per ton per annum. Tn South
Australia, at the chief ports, Wallaroo. Port
Pirie. and Aungusta, the space oceupied is
charged for at 7s. 6d. per foot frontage per
annum, working out at 2%d. per ton per
annum. the same as Melbonrne. At the 17
minor Gulf ports square measurement is
charged, and as the stacking blocks carrer
the rights of husiness premises. storage is
practically free. To rome to Western Aus-
tralia. Bunbury and Geraldton are almost
identical with Melbonrne and South Austra-

877

lia, but are expressed in different terms. The
charge works out at 2d. per ton per annum,
All the low rates are imposed by the various
Railway departments concerned. Approxi-
mately, therefore, I may say the stor-
age charges in the other States arc one.
twelfth the amount at Fremantle, The out-
ports rum at 2 4. and 3d., wheras Fremantle
is 3s. 1d., the 3d. charge being at Geraldton
and Bunbury, T hope members who represent
those places are listening. Tn most, if not
all, of the ports they lack Iremantle me-
chanical loading conveniences. Against that,
they have a tidal range, as they call it, of
from 7 to 10, whiech for practical purposes is
absent at Fremantle. 1 have every confi-
dence the members of the Chamber will re-
cognise that there is a great anomaly ex-
isting her, and that the charges at Tremantle
are excessive, Therefare, T ask the Ilouse
to pass the motion which stands in my name,

My, BROWN (Sabiaco} {7.40): T second
the motion.

On motion by Hon. W. C, Angwin debate
adjourned.

RETURN—WAR ELIGIBLES IN GOVERN-
MENT EMPLOYMENT.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne)
move-—

““That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House showing the names of the eligibles
employed by the Government in all depari-
ments, whether married during the war, or
single, '’

I wish to obtain the number of persons still
in the employment of the Government who are
eligible for active service. It would be very
interesting to members to have some intima-
tion froem the Premier as to whether there are
eligibles in the service or mot. T should he
pleased to know that there are none, but it is
said that there are some s¢ secreted when they
should have been taking part in the war which
we are engaged in. I really think it is the
duty of the Government to ghow as an illus-
tration to private employers their determina-
tion not to harbonr anyone who is eligible for
the Front. T do not think anyone can expect
decided action on the part of private indi-
viduals when the Government are transgres-
sors,

- On motion by Hon. P. Collier debate ad-
Journed,

[7.40]: 1

Resnlved: that motions he continued,

MOTION—STANDING ORDER 388a, TO
REVIEW.
Mr. BTUBBS (Wagin) [7.42]: T move—
‘“That in view of the different interpre-
tations placed on Standing Order No. 386a,
the Standing Orders Committee be requested
to review the said Standing Order and, if
necessary, recommend an amendment of the
same to the House.’’
I hope the House will agree to this being
taken as a formal motion. T fee) confident
that if the House will agree to it, the members
of the Standing Orders Committee can he
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shown that there are mauny anowmalies in the
Standing Orders. 1 have no intention to dis-
cuss the motion.

Question put and passed.

BILL—DENTISTS ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 29th Januvary.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning)} [7.45)}: This Bill is for
an Act to further amend the Dentists Act. In
effect it provides that any person who proves
to the satisfaetion of the board that he is of
good charaeter and has been engaged in work
as an asgigtant to a registered dentist for the
past 10 vears may require the board to admit
him to a practical exmination in surgical and
mechanical dentistry; and if he pass the exam-

ination the board shall he compelled to admit’

him as a fully qualified dentist. 1 am opposed
to the Bill in its present form, and T wish
to give the House the reasons that actuate me
in adopting that attitude, TFirst of all the
Bilt provides for a practieal examination only.
. and by that mere use of the words eliminates
the theoretical examination requircd by the
present deutal statute. Any person gualified
under the Bill before the House would aveid
altogether the study of medicine and the study
of anatomy. It must he admitted that so far
as those subjects relate to dentistry, both are
essentials.  Fuorther, every dentist should he
in a position to reeognise certain diseases, par-
ticularly diseases of a communicable nature.
Some of those diseases exhibit mounth symptoms,
and if a dentist failed to recognise some of
them, he wonld be infected himself and might
possibly pass that infection on to ether persons
upon whom he operated at a later stage.
How would the mechanical training or the
passing of a practical examination avail him
here?  Obviously a man must be in artive
practice to advise. He requires something
more than mere practical knowledge. The
existing statute provides for certain persons
being entitled to practice. That statute is
known as the Dentist’s Act of 1894, and in
Part 2, Section 10, hon. members will sce
the terms under which persons may be ad-
mitted to practice dentistry in this State.
Every person above the age of 21 years and
of good character shall be entitled to be re-
gistered as a dentist under this Aet who,
having observed the rules, shall prove to the
satigfaction of the board (a) or (b) or (c)
or (d). (a), That he is registecred as a den-
tist in any part of the United Kingdom in
aceordance with the law for the time heing
in force there; or (h), that he is at the pass-
ing of this Aet engaged in any part of West-
ern Australia in praetiee of dentistry or
dental surgery and waas duly  registered
within 12 months from the passing of this
Act; or (c), that he has been continuously
engaged during a period of not less than
four years as an apprentice or student to a
dentist and has passed sueh oxamination as
may be prescribed by ihe rules.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That would not ap
ply to Vietoria.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, [ will
give later the numbers who have passed
through that conrse here and are at prescent
passing through it. Now (4) has been re-
pealed and by 63 Viet. 283 we have in its
place the following— ‘That he has for not
Iess than four years practised dentistry or
dental surgery in some part of Her Majesty s
Dominion or in the U'nited States of America
and holds such certificate, diploma or degres
and has passed such cxmmination us may he
prescribed hy the rules.’? Those are the
terms under which persons may be gualified
fo become rvegistered dentists in  Western
Australia. To show the class of training a
dentist is reqnired to go through, other than
the practical part, I would like te quote from
the rules. A student of dentistrv is required
to pass an examination in papers containing
a series of questions of the following sub-
jects, submitting the answers in writing:—
Anatomy of the head and neek, elementary
physiology, dental anatomy, metallorgy, and
elementary chemistry. That is on the theo-
vetical side. Now om the practical side:—
Operative dentistry to comprise gold amal-
gum or other fillings; the candidate may also
be asked to perform or answer questions in
regard to any other operations in ordinary
practice. Mechanical dentistry: Specimen
pieces of the wvarious classes of mechanieal
work, including erown and bridge work,
must be construeted under the sapervision
of the examiner. The candidate will be re-
quired in the prastical examination to use
his own wmaterial, and small instruments;
and so on, Further, there are theoretical ex-
amination papers containing a series of ques-
tions on the following, to be answered in
writing:—Materin nmedica and therapeutics,
dental  surgery and  pathology and  ortho-
dontia. There is o number of text booka
preseribed which show the ¢lass of study
that is required of this particnlar appren-
tice, showing for instance, that the studies
are upplicable to the dental profession and
not to the medieal profession. The list of
books is given which are recommended to
those students who desire to take up that
conrse. So it will be seen that in the course
of training, there is the theoretieal as well
as the practieal side. The member for Kon-
owna {Flon, T. Walker) eclaimed that the
Bill was analagons to that authorising man-
aging clerks in lawyer's’ offices to he ad-
mitted to praetice the law. Tt is not sn.
The first position is that a man wha is a
managing clerk and secks by veason of
that qualification and others to be
admitted as a lawver is following a
legral oecupation, A dentist’s assistant or other
person who is practising dental surgery is fol-
lowing what T call an illegal occupation, in that
Section 15 of the Dentists Act lays this down,
“That from and after the passing of this Act
no jwrson other than a registered dentist or a
medical practitioner shall practice dentistry or
dental sorgery or perform any dental opera-
tion.?’

Hon, T. Walker: [Unider supervision, that is
openlr (lone and is supported I)y the law.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am coming
to that, I want to show that the dental opera-
tive is not on a par with the lawyer’s clerk,
whom we authorise, after the passing of cer-
tain examinatious, to be admitted. First I say
that the one man is following an illegal ocen-
pation, secondly I say that the managing clerk
mects the public and does the public business,
whereas the dentist assistant is in many cases
a mere mechanie, while in other cases he is what
he would eall a_qualified person sithough he is
not registered. T know that there is in Perth n
number of men who claim to be qualified and
who are employed hy others, who are qualified,
to o their executive work, T have already said
that in the Bill the theoretical examination is
¢ut out, that is the examination the ordinary
dentist, as an apprentice, is called upon to
pass, whilst in the Bill to amend the Legal
Practitioners Act the managing clerk is re-
quired to pass the same final examination as
a law student would he called upon to pass.
That ig to say, the test of a man is his know-
ledga and eapaeity in nll branches. Therefore,
the Legislature has not allowed managing elerks
to be admitted as lawyers without seeing to ib
thar they are competent., The Legislature has
dispensed with articles and substituted 10
years’ service as a managing clerk, but the
Leuislature sees to it that those men are quali-
fie. The Bill before ws only purports to see
thut these men who seek to be admitted are
qualified from a mechanical point of view, that
is to say, they can do the work,

Hon. T. Walker: Do you require that the
examinations be made stiffert We can fix that
vp in Committee.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But it dces
not provide tbat those men ghall pass a theo-
retical examination. Let me follow that up. I
maintain that in dental work a complete know-
ledge of anaesthetics is required by the prae-
tical dentist. A complete Enowledge of the
many poisons used in dentistry is essential.
These poisons, these anaestheties, have valn-
able medicinal properties and in skilful and
triuined hands are used for the benefit of
humanity, but in wunskilled and untrained
hands would be a menace to the community.

Mr. Hickmott: Do the nsasistants adminigter
anacstheties?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Bome of
them may, but T venture to say that a man
wonld be a fool who would submit te an wvn-
qualified man administering an anaesthetic to
bhim. There are some fpols in the world, too
many in fact, and there are many of the gul-
lible public who will permit unregistered men
to handle these drugs. T am prepared to admit
that there are many operatives, some whom I
know, who I believe to be perfectly skilled in
this direction, but to say that they are all so
qualified would be to make an incorrect state-
ment.

Hon. T. Walker: That is practieal work.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt is not. If
the hon. member calls practical work the ad-
ministering of anaesthetics and the giving of
poisonous drugs, then I am lost to know what
practical work meams. No man can properly
administer drugs or anaecstheties who has not
been trained in their use. The next pointis that
the Bill as placed before the House, is unfair
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to those who under the present Aet, are serv-
ing their four vears appreniiceship. The law
has held out to these men that if they study
the subjects 1 have read and pass examipa-
tions and become qualified it is unfair to
them that others without that training should
be allowed to practice. I have read to the House
what the final examination of a Qentist consistas
of and the inquiries that are necessary for that
dentist to make to satisfy the board that he is
a man whe may be safely trusted to handle the
public, I wish to give to the House 2 list of the
apprentices and registrations, Since 1899, when
the Statute was passed, there have been 32
registered apprentices, Two of those have had
their articles cancelled or withdrawe while 16
of them qualified and are now registered as
dentists, leaving 14 still to present themselves
for examination, and in due course to be reg-
istered as dentists. Tn 1801 thers were 38 reg-
istered dentists under the Statute and at the
end of December, 1917, therr were 64,

Mr. Green: How many were there in 13947

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: I have nut
the figures,

AMr. Green: Fifty-two.

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: [ do not
know whether that is right or nol.

Mr, fireen: You can take my assarance
that it is right.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of the 64
it is only fair to say that 11 are absent from
Western Australia on service with the Aus-
tralian Tmperial Forces. Tt has also been
stated to me that a number of would-be ap-
prentices are now studying to pass the pre.
liminary examination, There is an Fnglish
examination to he passed before other sab-
jeets ean be taken up. A number are now
chguged in studyving for that and will then
take up the other. The Hounse is aware that
the member for Kalgoorlie has an the Notice
Paper a number of amendments wiich hae
proposes to submit, and which I take it are
submitted on behalf of the Dental Opera-
tives’ Soctety, becanse a copy of these
amendments is in the hands of every member
of Parliament, and he should know by thig
time just what those amendments seek to do.
Those who have copies by them will also see
on the Notice Paper a list of the sngpested
amendments. To effect those amendments
will inuke a new Dentists’ Bill aitngether of
a very different kind. As the member for
Kanowna rightly says those amendments may,
if the House pleases, he tacked on to his
Bill. First of all T hope that quite apart
from any personal views T may have on this
matter. it is part of my duty as Attorney
General when a measure altering the Statute
law of the country comes before the House, to
give hon. memhers information from all sides.
I may say that T received deputations from
the Dental Boatd, the Deontological Society,
the Operatives’ Society, and from some other
gentlemen who dn not helong to the Opera-
tives’ Saciety, and wheo really belong to the
elass knewn as unregistered (dentists. Sao
that T have heard practically cverv side of
the vase. I am npot prepared to sav that
there is not a good deal to be said in respect
of the various aspects which have been put



NN

before me. First of all let me take the
Dental Bourd, I placed Lefore the Denial
Board a number of the statements made by
the member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker)
and it will simplify my address a good deal
if T read the statements whielh have been
made in reply. I shall give in the statement,
first, short paragraphs from the hon. mem-
ber’s speech, and then briefly the Dental
Board’s reply. Mr. Walker said—

Yet the Dental Board in this State have
50 closed themselves that they will not nl-
mit skilled men inte the profession, pre-
ferring to continue to enjoy an absolutely
close preserve,

The Dental Board’s replyv is this—

The aggrieved persons have been illegally
practising for the last 10 years, whereas
they could have heen registered as dentists
in four vears through the proper channel.
The proposed amendment in effect is to
give these men an opportunity to be ad-
mitted to the ranks of the profession by
an easy method regardless of their quali-
fieations,

The memher for Kanowna’s next statement
was—

Theyv (the board) have refused admis-
sion to the men, skilled and accomplishedl
men, whilst admitting other of lesser ac-
complishments. merely for a whim or be-
eanse in some way or other it suited their
interests. And the hoard by their methods
of examination . , . . can hyv their very
tests exclude persons they do not want in
the ranks.

The board’s reply is—

The hoard clharacterise this statement as
not correct; the hoard’s examiners are im-
partial, aud it is the practice of th(; hoard
to appoint two dental examiners, viz., one
dental member of the board, and one ont-
side dentist, also one medical qpra(‘tinpnqr.
The hoard has recently given proofs in
writing in rebuttal of similar charges to
the Colonini Seeretary, and to bis satis-
faetion.

Mr. Walker's next charge wis— .

The public are in the hzmcls‘of skilled
operators (i.e., noregistered dentists). They
are qnalified now. They are the actual men
in charge; they do everything from draw-
ing a tooth to turning out the !atcstlbrand
of teeth. They also do everything with re-
gard to the treatment of patients.

The reply of the hoard is— .

The statement is untrue, The hoard is
of opinion that these men are doing dental
work illegally. If they wish to be regis-
tered they must serve articles and pass
their examinations. This test to such in.
tellectual people shonld bhe comparatively
easy.

The next charge is—

The present system of admission into the
profession is by serving articles after pass.
ing a preliminary examination, and this
Bill dces not prevent that course being
now followed. T know of a case of a man
who attended a TUniversity course in Ena-
land, and because of his health was unable
to complete his final examination and came
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to Western Awstralin. Unless that man

was willing to serve his articles here, al-

though he had reached the stage of his
final cxamination in a University of the

Old Land, still he cannot he admitted to

the dentistry profession in this State.
The hoard’s reply is—

The board would point out that a dental
student can qualify in from three to four
years at any one of the Roynl Coileges of
Surgeons, or Universities in Great Britain;
qualificntions which this Board accepts.

The hon. member’s next charge is--

There is an evil in making a board suclhe

as this supreme and nbove the law.
To that the board reply—

The board is not above the law, and bas
to comply with the conditions laid down
by the Dental Act.

The member for Kanowna then says—

An examination in practical and surgical
dentistry.

And the hoard replied—

The hoard’s examination eonsists of two
parts, namely, theoretical and praetical,
and the Board is of opinion that no dentist
can be considered competent unless he has
a therough knowledge of the theoreticai aa
well as the practical side of dentistry. The
board desires, in this connection, to refer
to its letter to the Principal Medieal Oi-
cer of the 8th February, 1017.

The hoard conclodes its communication to me
in these terms—

The hoard woull welcome any commis-
sion of inquiry into its methods of adminis-
tering the Act, and of conducting examina-
tions. Tt may be pointed out that of G4
dentists enrolled at the present time eleven
are serving with the A.TF. Whilst «
gshortage may exist at the present moment,
due to their absence, it is only temporarv.
It might as well be argued that men harv-
ing an insufficient knowledge of medicine
should be registered as doetors, for ihe
reason that o number of medical prasti-
tioners are now serving at the Froni, thus
causing a temporary shortage in the ranks
of properly qualified medieal practitioners
in this Btate.

As T have znid, in addition to these repre-
sentations from the hoard, I have had on
several occasions representations made to e
from the dental operatives.

Hon. P. Collier: They have not heen writ-
ing, have they?

The ATTORNEY GENERAT,:: They have
sent some liternture {o me as a wmember of
the House. T have had quite a lot of letters
from them. I must give them every eredit
for the remarkable way in which theyr have
presented their ease. They certainly throw
themselves open to the retort made by the
Dental Board that people who have so much
knowledge of the world as to present their
case in this fashion should have no difficulty
at all in passing the examination of the hoard.

Hon. P. Collier: Their casc loses nothing in
the manner of its presentation.

Mr, Green: This proves that they are
intelligent men.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T have maid
so. [ informed hon. memhers that T would
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give very briefly the case of the deutal opera-
tives. I wuill not read all the letters they have
sent to me, becanse they appear also to have
been sent to practically every hon. member.
In one of these letters they have summarised
their points quite shortly. They submit that
their amendments—and these are the amend-
ments of the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr,
Green)—are chiefly necessary for the follow-
ing purpose:—LIirst, fo safeguard the public
by preventing unregistered persens from per-
forming any ilental service upon the hwnan
subject.

Member -
nevessary.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In that re-
gord they support my objection to the lon.
menber 's Bill. Secondly, the operatives say
that these amendments ure necessary to make
the requirements for registration compatible
with the couditions in thic State, and thus en-
sure & sufficiency of dentists to meet the public
demand in the future; third, to ensnre candi-
dates for the profession an impartial and
competent tribunal. T do not like the word
impartial. Fourthly, they think the amend-
ments are necessary in orider to register those
enguged in dentistry in Western Australia for
five years prior te the passing of this amend-
ment subject to a thorough examination in
surgical and mechanical dentistry.  These
gentlemen of the Mechanieal Dental Operatives
and Assistants Association very largely agree
with the views I have put forward in combat-
ing the Bill of the member for Kanowna (Hon.
T. Walker).

Hon. T. Walker; All that you have com-
bated can be amended by the insertion of one
word, to which I would raise no objection.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Quite so.
These operatives wish to open the door a little
ton wide.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Altogether too wide.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Perhaps a
little too wide, but wide ecnough to admit
themselves to the ranks of the dentists. Whilst
I have spoken in one way of these people, let
me tell hon. members another thing T had
made a note of, and that is that as soon as
ther are within the ranks, they will close np
the ring fence once more and start off as they
did in 1899,

Mr. Green: Not under these amendments.

Mr. Foley: That is the weak point in the
amendments.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One of the
points raised by those who advocate either the
Bill or the amendment is that it is very Aiffi-
erlt for any vomng feltow in Western Aus-
tralia to get the necessary training for him
to pass the examination required by the hoard.

Mr. Lamhert: That practically applies only
in one instance.

Hon. T. Walker: Nomsense.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They told me
that in other parts of the worli, whers there
is a university, there is attached to this uni.
versity a lecturer who lectures om subjects
gppertaining to dentistry. There young fel-
lows are required to stndy. but there is no
goch provision for them in Western Australia
T asked the hoard that question. T said,

They think that safeguard is

851

‘‘Ilow is it that these voung fellows, apart
from reading and being apprenticed in your
various surgeries, acquire the general knotw-
ledge that is necessary to enable them to pass
your examination?®’ They replied, *‘First,
by study; secondly, by lectwres which are
given in the Government dental hospital on
practical surgical work. In the Governmeni
dental hospital a gqualified dentist supervises
und directs the whole of the work, and some
of the work is performed by these voung fel-
lows who are learning their profession.”’

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Where is that hospi-
tal? T have never heard of it.

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: I do not
know where it is. Every dentist to whom I
have spoken to scems to have known its where-
abouts. The beard informed me that the den-
tists took it in turn to give their services free
of charge at the hospital. There are honorary
dentists in the same way as there are honorary
medical men who give their services at the
Government hospitals.

Hon. W. C. Anpwin: T have never heard of
this cental hospital.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T know it is
somewhere. The operatives have said that
they wish ‘‘to ensure candidates for the pro-
fession an impartial wnd competent tribunal,’’
T hold that the only inference te be drawn
from this remark is that the dental operatives
contend that at present there is no impartial
and eompetent tribunal. Tnder the Dental
Act the Dental Board is not elected by the
dentists of FPerth, though I was until quite
recently under the impression that this was
50, When T came to look into the matter I
found that the Dental Board was clected by
doctors and dentists, and as there are some
200 <octors against 60 dentists, the doctors
very largely prevail

Mr. Lambert: That is one of the anomalies
of the Act which should be knocked out.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That should
operate in safeguarding the public in that the
dentists would net get things all their own way.

Mr, Green: How many make a quorum?

AMr. T.ambert: Medical men should not have
a say in this matter.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmett (Honorary Minis:
ter) : Why?

Mr. Lambert: Why should they have a sax?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T understand
that the reason for associating doetors with
dentists in the formaiion of the Nental Board
was to prevent the hoard being formed from
the very few dentists who were in oXistence
when the Aet eame into operation, and to pre-
vent the formation of a close corporation
aroundl which the dentists might ereet a ring
and prevent anyone else from entering it. The
safeguarid in the Statute is the introduection
of medical men, who outnumher the dentists
hy four to one. The whole body, therefore,
clects those members who are required to serve
on the hoard. The hoard consists of three
medical practitioners and three dentists, and
any three members shall form a quornm,

Hon. T. Walker: These may he three doe-
tors.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Possibly.
The members of the hoard hold office for three
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years. There arc also provisions for revisions
and vacancies, and the like.

Alr. Foley: When do these dentists attend
the dental hospital, and in what direction dpes
it lie?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I cannot an-
swer that.

Hon, W, . Angwin: There is none,

AMr. Green: Tt does not exist as a students’
hospital at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A deputa-
tion from the Odontological Society waited on
me. There were four gentlemen altogether,
and one of them was Dr. Wilson, who has been
established in Perth for a long time.

. Hon. W, C, Angwin: He is one of the dent-
ists who atteud the Perth Public Hospital.

The ATTORNEY GENERAI: These gen-
tlemen told me that these lectures were given
by registered dentists at the Government den-
tal hospital and T made a note of it at the
time. The point T wish to make is that
it is a very difficult matter for us, a
body of 50 wmen, to say whether the state-
ment  regarding  the administration of the
Act by the Dental Board is correet or not.
Beeause, it it is correct, if there is partiality
and if the tribunal is incompetent, then most
certainly every member of this House will
want to amend the Act in such a manoer asg
to ohtain an impartial and competent trihunal,
The next question is, shall the Bill stand as it
18, or are we to have the amendments of the
member for Kanowna (Hen. T. Walker), or
those of the wmember for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Green), which are expressed in such concise
form that they almost constitute a Rill of
themselves? T submit to the House that the
wisest thing to do is, not to thrash the Bill
out clausc br clause in Committee, but ta ap-
point a seleet committee to inquire into the
measure and the amendiments and the matters
pertaining thercto.

A, Green: That means the ond of the Bilt
for this session.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. Those
members who are appointed a select committee
will call evidence from the Dental Board, from
the dental operatives, and from any others
connected with dental practice. This being a
gerious matter, I would, if neeessary, allow
the parties interested to appear hefore the
BE]eFt committee by counsel, The committee,
having heard all these gentlemen have to say,
would be in a better position to advise this
Honse whether the Bill is necessary or not
and, if it is neeessary, what form it s]lould,
take, aod what amendments, if any, should
be made in it. T am opposed to the Bill in
its present form, and it requires a great deal
of investigation to ascertain whether these
amendments, or any of them, arc necessary
and  also  to refute or to Sustain thc:
charges levelled by the operatives against
the registered men. Surely some inquiry is ne-
eessary before one can arrive at a conelusion.
Althougll T myself have had the privilege
of heing interviewed by four deputations
from the various gentlemen concerned, T
gxardl_\' Fet have come to a conclusion “"]mt
is the wigest thing to do. To mvy mind it a1l
depends upon whetler these charges—

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ilon. T. Walker: There are no charges.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not charges
made by the member for Kanowna.

Hon. T. Walker: Not even by the other
people.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ob, ves.

Whilst one party expresses such views ag
those conveyed by the amendments, it is im-
possible for any hon. member to come to a
satisfuctory conclusion without detailed evi-
dence. We eannot take the Bill as a whole.
Even after my interviews with all these gen-
tlemen 1 cannot make np my mind on the
measure. The investigation shounld be by way
of select committee. T suggest to the House,
not with the object of shelving the Bill, bhut
with the object of giving every facility for
either opposing or rejeeting or amending the
Bill in a proper way, that the House should
appoint a select rommittee.

Mr., Green: Will the Attorney (leneral give
a promisc that the Bill shall he dealt with
thiz session?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the House
appoints the seleet committee to-night, which
therc is no reason why the House should not
do, 1 see no reason why the select committee
ghould not make their report in a weok.

Mr, Lambert: Tf we are to amend the I3l
on anything like decent and careful lines,
the seleet committee caunot do their work
in a week.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then the
commitiee shonid say so. But if the amend-
ment is to he done in a snmmary way, eifher
by way of amending or rejecting. it could
be done in one day. 1 see no reagon why the
whole thing should not be done in a1 week.
None of the deputations that waited on me
lasted more than three-guarters of an hour.
The whele story could be told in that time.
But it must be heard from the different as-
pects. The scleet committee should be of an
investigating order. No member of this
House can form a compctent judgment on
the amendments placed before uns, without
the knowledge which, I submit, eounld be ae-
quired by a select ecommittee.

Mr. GREEN (EKalgoorlie) [8.33]: T sup-
port the Rill as it stands with a view to
securing, in Committee, the amendmonts
which T have placed an the Notice Paper.
The existing Aet, under which we ure work-
ing, was introduced. in the first plaee, im
1894. Since that date there has heen only
one amgndment of the measure, on the 16th
December, 1899, When we come to consider
that our whole Act is confined within the
space of seven pages, whilst the similar leg-
islation of Victoria, for instance, consists of
30 pages, and was, hegides, passed in 1013,
we must recognisc that the time is ripe for
amendaient of this most important meas-
ure of ours, which so closcly touches the
health of the penple. Our Aet, although
passed in 1894—24 years ago—was bhased on
an Aet passad in Vietoria in 1378—40 vears
ago. The present Bill, therefore, so far as
moder dentistry is econeerned, might well be
relegated tn n collection of curiosities enm-
prising, say, portions of the C'ross, and such
fragments of the Ark as may be discovered
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by our soldiers 1n Palestine. That represents
the value of the measure at the present da:y.
Strange to say, the only amendment made in
tbat Act, which amendment was made 1o
1899, had for its object the buttressing of
the powers of the dental hoard, then already
very strong. Tpon that oceasion, at the re-
quest of the dental board, a certain deletion
was made in the original Act. TLet me read,
for the information of hon. members, the
deleted section, Neo. 11— .
1f any person is refused registration
under this Aet, the board shall, if so re-
quired, state in writing the reasons for
such refusal, and such person may appeal
to the Minister, who may make such order
as to him seems just after hearing such
person and the board.
The main purpose of the amendment Aect of
1899 was the deletion of Section 11. That is
an astenishing position. How ever the dental
board managed at that particular period to
sway such an cnormous influence over the
deliberative Assembly, as to abolish a wise
precaution of that nature, is more than T am
able to understand. RBut T believe that in
matters of dentistry, and geoperally in mat-
ters whiech did not closely affect members of
this Chamber, measures at that time failed
in many instances to reccive the attention
and the thought which they pow reecive at
the hands of this House. Let me point out
that Victoria has brought its Dental Aci vp
to such recent date as the 6th December,
1915. Seection 54 of the Vietorian Aect, it will
be seen, includes a provision similar to that
which was deleted from our principal Act
by the Amendment Act of 1899. Let wme
read Scetion 54 of the Vietorian Act—

Tf any person is refused registration
under this part, the Board shall, if re-
quired by him, state in writing the reason
for such refusal; and if the reason is that
the certificate held or obtained by him is
not such a recognised certificate as abowve
defined, such person wmay appeal to the
Governor in Uounectl, and the Governor in
Council may, after hearing the board, dis-
miss the appeal, or order the board to
recognise such certifieate, and such order
shall be duly obeyed.

Thus it is seen that the position of the den-
tal hoard as now constituted in this State
is in the highest degree autoeratic. I am not
impugning the integrity of the hoard, but I
do¢ contend—and in this rcspeet I agree with
the Attorney General—that the method of
election of the board is such as should not
commend itself to this House. Iy reasons
however, arc nltogether diffrrent from those
which lhiave been advanced hy the Attornes
General. Tet me point not that although
the doctors, as mentioned by the Attorney
General, are in a preponderating number so
far as th> eleetion of three medical men is
concernad—and with  the eleetion of the
medical men, under the Aet as it stands to-
day, without amendment. T have no quarrel
—they can onlv cleet  three members  of
the board. The total numher of the
dental hoard is six, and the registered

=83

dentists between them are able to, and do iu
faet, elect the other three members. The most
glaring anomaly, iu wy opinion, however, is
that three form a guorum. Seeing that the
medical men are not so keenly interested in
the affairs of the board as are the three mem-
bers representing the registered dentists, it is
only reasonable to suppose that at meetings of
the hoard the medical members would fre-
quently be quite willing to leave matters to
the decigion of the fraternity representing the
registered dental people. Then, what would
be the position? One can easily imagine
speeial circumstances, say that the three re-
presentatives of the registered dentists alone
attended a meeting of the board, when they
would absolutely control the business coming
before the board at that meeting. The great
difference between the deutal board of Western
Australia and the boards cxercising similar
functions in the Eastern States, is this: the
representatives of the registered dentists on
the Western Australian dental board are men
who are in practice, men who have a personal
interest in making the business a hard and
fast one. We know cnough of human nature
to know that whilst the majority of our regis-
tered dentists may be animated sclely by a
spirit of altruism, there may be a sobstantial
minority who do not wish to have their busi-
ness cut into by the entry of other men into
the iental profession, In Vietoria, on the
other hand, the members of the hoard are
University professors, men not in practice, men
whose interests do not lie in the direction of
keeping other men out of the profession with
a view to uvoiding their competition. So muech
for that phase of the subject. XNext, let me
say that wnder the existing legislation the
dental requirements of our people are not met.
After all, we, as the deliberative Chamber of
this State, are not interested particularly in
seeing that the rights of the registered den-
tists are conserved, but rather in seeing that
the people of \Western Australia, whom we
represent, are enabled to get the fullest atten-
tion and the widest service that can possibly
be secured to them in the way of (ental
science. Let us take Eastern States figures

and see how Western Anstralia is, in com-
parison, served in the matter of registered
dentists.  Queensland, with a population of,

in round figures, 630000, has 243 dentists. or
ene dentist to every 2,500 people. Tn Vietorin
there are 957 dentists, or one to every 1.400
reople.  Xew South Wales has 1,538 dentists,
or a dentist toe eacrh 1,200 people. Tn Western
Australia, with a population eof 302000,
we have only mme deatist for 5000 peanle,
So the pesition is that in Quecnsland, a State
that can very well he compared with our own
beeause of its vast magnitnde, they have twice
as many dentists as we have in preportion to
population.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do not sdvertise that
too muoch, or they max coime over hoere.

Mr. GREEN: That is exactly what has heen
happening. The voung fellows in Western Aus-
tralia. who by reason of certain  difficulties
which T will point out, have not heen passing
as registered dentists, and in conseqnence we
kave liad to draw our supplies from rhe FEast-
ern States. As a patriotic West Aunstralian T
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want {o see the voung fellows of this State
given an opportunity for entering the profes.
sion.

Hon. W. (. Angwin:
competent,

Mr. GREEX: lDefore [ finish I think the
hon, member wiil be satisfied that what is pro-
posed is entirely desirable, eminently fair and
directly in the interests of the people of the
State. The Attorney General yave us some
figures in regard to the number of dentists in
Western Australin at the present time, With a
view to securing reliuble information on this
point. T askeid the Premivr certain questions in
the House at the begiuning of the present ses-
sion. I asked how many registered dentists
there were in the State, and the reply was,
i IMifty-two in 1899,’° That is going back 19
years, and things in Western Australia have
moved considerably during that time. I also
asked what was the number of dentists on the
register in December of last year. Bear in mind
that in 1899 the population was somewhers
ahont 180,000, while last year we had 308,000,
or an addition of 70 per cent. In 1899 we had
52 registerad ilentists, and in December of last
year there were G4 on the register, 12 of whom
were out of the State fighting with the colours.
The demoerats whom I represent desire to see
fair opportunity given to these whoese labour
has been explotted by the registered dentists in
this State, dentists who are not ethieal den-
tists at all. One has but to turn up the *“Sun-
day Times’? any week and find page after page
devoted to such exhortations as, ‘*Come to the
Golliwog Dental Tnstitute and get your tooth
tugged out for half a crown, Pull sets top and
bottom from two guineasa.’’ Some of the big-
gest dental businesses in this City are run and
controlled by men who have never drawn a
tooth and who are not able to draw a tooth.
They merely exploit the work of the unregis-
tered dentist. How can they do it¢ Because our
Act provides that if there is one registered
dentist on the premises——

The Attorney General: The Aet does not
provide that; that is how it has been inter.
preted.

Mr, GREEXN: 1f there is oue registered man
on the premises there can be a dozen unregis-
tered men, so long as they are qualified to do
the work. As democrats, we onght to give our
support to those who are striving to see that
the able unregistered men are not exploited by
proprictors who apparently seem to think it
necessary to rely as much, if not mere, upon
newspaper advertisement, as upon the quality
of the work turned out. When it comes to the
medical and dental professions, it is very un-
desirable that they shonld be hoosted through
the daily Press as if they were frawds of the
type of Doan's Backache and Kidney pills,
The cost of these glaring advertisements is a
direet charge on the consumer, the man who
desires to have his tooth pulled. T trust that
when the Government do bring in a consoli-
dating measure, it will contain some provision
aimerl at this indecent advertising of what
shonld be a verr high and honourable profes-
gion.

The Attorner General: T agree with vou in
that.

I agree—if they are

[ASSEMBLY,]

CAMro GRISEN:  Sinee 1899 to the present
time, a period of 19 years, the number of dden-
tists who have signed on in their articles in
Western Australia, served their time and
passell the examining board, is ne more than
16. TF ever there was an indictment of the in-
sufficicney of the present Aet in relation to the
requirements of the people of the State, it is
to he fonnd in this recornd. T am not eoncerned
with the reyuireaicnts or iw'erests of the pro-
fession. My first thought ix that the people of
the State shall be decently eatered for by the
dentists. At present the ecountry districts are
absolutely neglectedd, e ean go to a compar-
atively thickly popuinted centre such as Meeka-
tharea, or to any of a nnmber of large agrienl-
tural ¢entres, nud find it is impossible to have
a tooth drawn at those places. The local people
requiring the attention of the dentist lave to
take a week ofl from farm or mine and travel
down to Perth to get the trouble fixed up.

Hon. P. Collicr: The blackamith does it in
some distriets.

My, GREEN: There is a provision cuabling
o man to have his tooth removed if he is far-
ther than 10 miles from a practising dentist,
But the drawing of a tooth is only the bepin.
ning of dentistry. And the drawing of a tooth
which might he of nse to the lueky possessor,
is a matter for consideration. A tooth should
not be parted with lightly. Tn the United
States of America, great stress is laid on the
care of the teeth. When T was in that counfry
I was struck with the fact that practically
every Ameriean made periodical visits to the
dentists. The people there are interested in

cheap and good dentistry. Some of the
finest dentists in the world graduate from
Harvard and other American Universities.

In certain of the American States. no den-
tist dares draw a tooth without written con-
firmation from another dentist that the tooth
should be drawn, T quote that, not heeanse
T think that such legislation is likely to find
favour here in the near future, but to show
that in America the care of the teeth is re-
garded as being of prime importance in main-
taining the health and efficiency of the peo-
ple. There is no dentist on the Murchison
goldfields. The unregistered dentist might
well say, ““Flere is a chance to set up in
business.’’ It seems to him there is an op-
portunity to go on the fields and make a
few pounds. But if he decides upon this en-
terprise, it is necessary that he shall take
with him a registered dentist as a cover.
One rvegistered dentist in Perth has five of
the hest operatives in the State, nome of
whom is registered. Yet those five might
well challenge any registered man to take his
place alongside of them in a trial. So satis-
fied iz the proprietor of the dental estab-
lishment with those five men, that he goes
away and leaves them under the protecting
influence of a registered dentist, a giddy
young gentleman of §2 summers, whese hus-
iness is simply te sit somewhere handy and
nnt gn off the premises.

Mr. Tohnston: Cannot those men pass the
necessary examination? :

Mr. GREEN: I will come to that presently.
They are doing all the work; that is the
point. Tf ome of those uuregistered gentle-
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men decided to tour the Murchison, he would
require to take with him some ancient regis-
tered dentist comfortably enseonsed in a
cushioned motor car. That is the law, Tf
that unregistered operative was registered,
he wonld be able to open up i husiness on
the Murchison in less abnoermal ciream-
stances, and people there whe now have to
part with their teeth because fthey cannot
take a week off to come to Perth, would be
able to get their teeth attended to on the
spot in acordance with the rules of modern
dentistry. Frequently from 5s. fo 10s. is
charged for the extraction of a tooth. Let
me guote a cnse which happened in Gerald-
ton. There was a gentleman of my acquaint-
ance who opened a surgery there. He was
an nnregistered man doing the biggest part
of the business of a reputable firm and he
wanted to branch out  for himself. The
charges for the drawing of tecth there bad
been 10s. 6d., but the cost came down to 2s.
Gd. 1 can proditce a receipt to show that
five teeth were drawn in Geraldion and the
<harge was 7s. 6d. per tooth, The teeth
were those of a child, there were seven of
. them and two dropped out; they were milk
teetb. The dentist touched them and they
dropped out. That is the kind of deal peo-
ple get in this country from registered den-
tists simply Decause they make the profes-
sion a close preserve, These men control the
key of the situation and say, ‘* You shall not
go through the door because if I let yon in
the magic cirele my business will be gone.”’
T1f the existing Act provided against incom-
petence 1 wounld not be speaking here now
-oppoesing the worst provision of the Bill. But
the present Act does not provide against in-
competence. A young fellow afler two or
thre eyears practising might be employed by
2 registered dentist, while the dentist is
down at Cottesloc Beach. I have such a
ease in mind. The person in question was a
comparative youth, bat there is nothing in the
Act to prevent that youth practising. 1
might quote a few conrrcte examples of the
position as we find it in the metropolitan
area to-day. The Metropolitan Dental Com-
pany have four registered men and two un-
registered men in their  employment.
Brabam Bres. have five unregistered men
and one registered man, the proprictor.
Ralph Potts has one unregisterad man and
one registered man. At algoorlie Boilcau has
ene registered man. He himself eame under
the original Act, and I am not going to say
anything about his attainments. But even
this gentleman with his limited knowledge
finds it difficult to get fo his office on aecount
of gout, and he has to entrust the husiness to
an unregistered man. TIn Geraldfon there is
one registered dentist, Mr, Kempthorne, and
one unregistered, In Katanning there is one
registered man, Mr. Watson, and wntil re-
cently there was an wunregisteredl man there,
too.
AMr. O’Loghlen: Quote the places that have
registered men.
Mr. GREENXN:
guoted 7
Mr. Lambert: Do vou mean to infer that
the Mectropolitan have unregistered ‘operatora

Which places have T not

wu

in their plaee; if you do it is absolutely un-
true,

Mr. GREEX: If the hon, member were not
interested in this bu~iness we might be at
some liflicuity to find why he displuvs so
much heat over the gnestion.

_ Mr. O’Loghlen: We know where the heat
is.

Mr. GREEX: T do not wish to be unfair.

Mr. Lambert: T ean defend myself.

Mr. GREEX: The hon. member is an au-
thority on everything. Be that as it may the
position is that we bhave to go to the Eastern
States in order to yet assistants because of
the lack of dentists in this State, An im-
portant section of our populatiou, the school
children, are not having their teeth examined,
and if the proposals T sugegst are carried out
it will mean that Australia, in cominon with
America and Great Britain, will have the
children’s tceth examined and will also have
them treated. During the time my children
have been attending school and my eldest
boy is 17 ycars of ayge, they have only been
examined on one occasion so far as their
teeth are concerned, and a slip of paper was
given to us notifying that we lhad to have
certain matters attended to. To go to the
Mectropolitan Dental Company to have this
work done would have cost from £10 10s, to
£15 1bs.

Mr. Lambert: And that iostitetion is =
credit to any city.
Mr. GREEN: Tle position is that the

children have not heen attended to and the
teeth are seriously defective.

Mr. Munsie: They sent word to my child-
ren to have two teeth stopped, and it was
found that they were milk teeth.

Mr. Tambert: That is often the ease.

My, GREEN: Let me quote from the state-
ment made by Mr. C. Dodwill Wallis, L.D.8.,
England, school of dental surgeons to the
borough of \VWorthing in 1912, He stated
that 902 children under the age of eight
years had been examined by him during the
school year ended .July 31st, 1912, and a
great number of them had defective teeth.
In Australin the children are in n worse
position because of the absence of lime. Of
the total mentioned, 8380, or 947 per eent,
had teeth which required attention: only 215
per cent. having teeth which were sound and
tree from deeay. Tt is absoluiely necessary
that some provision should be made wherehy
the nmnbher of dentists at the disposal of this
country should be saufficient to deal with the
teeth of the ehildren of the State, We And
also that the soldiers in camp are in the posi-
tion that at the present time, owing to {hs
searcity of dentists they are unable to have
full attention given to their dental troubles.
Tn many cases soldiers are losing their teeth
where they should be treatel. TFf there ever
was a period in a man’s life when he desires
to have full use of his own tecth, it is when
he is going to fight the battles of hiz coun-
try.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Would the treatment
he any cheaper if the dentists were ungnali-
fied?
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AMr, GREEN: There would be competition;
a combine exists at present. The unregis-
tered dentists in this town feel so  warm
about the treatment they lave had that when
they ger inte business teeth will be made at
something like a fair cost. The question has
been asked why unregistered dentists in this
State should not pass an examination. Let
rie point out at once that the unregistered
man hag to pass a theoretical examination at
the present time. Owne of the subjects is
anatomy. That is essential, but in th's State
we have no school of anatomy nor a Chair at
the University where a student might become
conversant with anatomy. TI'n order to study
nnatomy it is necessury to assist u#t opera-
tions, but this is out of the question in West-
ern Australia, The leader of the Qpposition
pointed out that in 19 years only 16 men had
passed examinations in this State. That is
because these men have had wealthy parents
behind them. They huve been able to go to
Universities in the East, where there are
Chairs for dental surgery. What is the posi-
tion in Victoria? Let me quote secliou 63
of the Victorian Act. Not only is there a
dental Chair at the 3Melbourne TUniversity
but it is obligatory on the part of the dentists
who have apprentices to release the young
fellows from attending the elinies at the Uni-
versity. The Vietorian Act of 1913, Seetion
65, provides that—

It ghall be the duty of every dentist whe
has an apprentice to allow such apprentice
a reasonnble time for the purpose of attend-
ing any lectures and gaining any hoapital
practice which is preseribed as part of the
course of study of persons desiring to he
registered as dentists, and such duty shall
be deemed to he a condition of the contract
of sueh appreaticeship, and the failure or
refusal to allow such reasonable time shall
be a hreach of such contraet of apprentice-
ghip.
What is the position here? There is no such
place at which a student can attend. Even in
Victoria with all these provisions for examina-
tion, with a university close at hand, and a
school for dentistry at their baek door, so to
speak, it was necessary to provide for the
passing of dentists in order that they might
ractice. The amending Reecording Bill of
ietoria is deslt with in the amending Bill of
the 15th November, 1910, and this forms part
of the comsolidated Act. Clause 13 of this
Bill says—I wish hon. members to pay par-
ticular attention to this elause, becange it has
to do with one of the amendments T intend to
move—

Notwithstanding aaything in this or any
other Act, any person who has attained the
age of 21 years, and who has practised den-
tal surgery or dentistry in Victoria for a
period of at least three years

My awmendment provides for four years.
inmediately prior to the commencement of
this Aet may on application within eix
months thereafter to the Dental Board, and
on proof that he bas so practised, and on
paying the preseribed fee, be entitled to have
Lis name recorded by such board.

[ASSEMBLY.] 3

Ar. Lambert: But he was not allowed to
e¢all himself a dentist.

Aly, GREEXN: Not uny more than the hon,
member is able to call himself a dentist,
though he is able to exploit the unregistered
dentists.

Mr. Lambert: Do not be untair.

Mr. GREEN: I say that the hon member is
able to (o this.

Mr. Lambtert: | never cxploited you.

Mr, GREEN: | know the hon. member too
well,  What we wish to do is to consider this.
Act in a reansonable manner.

Mr. Johnston: Apparently that right only
lasted for six months, i

Mr. GREEN: It still exists. This recording
clause of the Bill was passed, because there
was a dearth of dentists in Vietoria at the
time.

Mr.
sort.

Hon. W. C. Angwin; Then a man who has
done tweo yvears and three months would he
blocked.

Mr. GREEX:
where.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: The bhoard want an-
other Act in order to go on again.

Mr. GREEN: There is no provision in my
amendment for shntting the door, as is stated
hy the Attorney General.

Mr. Lambert: Look at the last amendment.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member cau give
the House the Lenefit of hiz wisdom when he
rises to his feet. My amendment provides—

That prior to the passing of thia Act,
notwithstanding anything in this or any
other Act, any person who has attained the
age of 21 years. and is of good charaecter,
shall, upon paying the prescribed fees, be
entitled te be registered as a dentist wnder
the Act, who (a) prior to the passing of
this Act (1) has been recorded by the Den-
tal Boarid of Vietoria,

Before a nan conld come to this State and
takes advantage of that provision he must have
practised sinece 1907, and will therefore he a
thoroughly competent man, The amendment
goes on—

{2) and has been engaged in the practise of

operative dentistry in Western Australia for

the period of five years, ete.
That would enable men who have been practis-
ing in Victoria since 1907 to come to this State
and help us to provide against this dearth of
dentists.

The Attorney General: You do not suggest
that this section of the recording Bill should
be adopted here?

Mr. GREEN: T suggest that advantage
should be taken of it.

The Attorney General: You do not mean
thai this Bill shonld be adopted here?

Mr, GREEXN: XNo, T do not.

The Attornex General: Tt would net snit
you

Mr. GREEXN: XNo.

My, Johnston: Tn six months the deor would
be closed again.

Mr. GREEX: So far a2s that man was con-
cerned, but not so far as the Victorian re-
corded dentists were concerned. They would

Lambert: There was nothing of the

The line must he drawn some-
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always De eligible to come to Western Aus-
tralia vnder my amendment. Tt woukl not be
necessary for them to pass an examination.

The Attorner General: Do you propose that
those dentists who are called recorded den-
tists in Victoria, but are not entitled to prae-
tise there, should be entitled to practise here?

Mr. GREEXN: They are entitled to practise
there.

The Attorney General: But they cannet call
themselves dentists.

Mr, GREEN: That is true, but they practise
there.

The Attorney General: Do you propose that
they should be allowed to practise here?

Mr. GREEN: If they have been resident
in the State for four years.

The Attorney General: They ecould then
labet themselves as dentists in Western Aus-
tralia. T only want to know what it is you
mean.

Mr. GREEN., That is so. The position is
that they would have practised in Vietoria.
They are practising in that State and are
doing all that a repistered dentist could do
except te hang out their shingle io show that
they are dentists.

Mr. Lambert: That is just the point.

The Attorney General: Would you consult
one of them?

Mr. GREEN : Yes. Already we have to con-
gult them in this town. We have to cousult un-
registered dentists who are not recorded and who
have not passed an examination. Apparently
the Attorney General has no objection to my
other provision.

The Attormey General: T have a strong ob-
jection to the recorded article.

Mr. GREEN: That was good enough for a
State which found itself in trouble. The practice
has been repeated in New South Wales. They
have recorded dentists from Victoria in that
State although they have a University at hand.

Mr. Lambert : For a very different reason.

Mr. GREEN : I wish the hon. member would
not interrupt: I cannot make out what is the
matter with him.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member
will have an opportunity of addressing himself to
the Chair later.

Mr. GREEN : I know of one authenticated case
in Western Auetralia. This is the case of a well
lmown man who was the best mechanical dentist
in Perth.

Mr. O’Loghlen : Did he say this of himself ?

Mr. GREEN: No. I have never interviewed
this man myself, but this is the tribute paid to
him by his colleagues. He has been in the State
for 14 years but had no opportunity of practising
in surgerv. Ho was like a clerk who is pretty
good at the typewriter and whose employer thinks
it i8 & good scheme to keep him on at that work
He was a very capable man in the room in regard
to mechanical dentistry.

Mr. Pickering: Do you call thess men mechen-
ical dentists ?

Mr. GREEN : He was & very smart man but
‘because of his ability he was not taken away from
his mechanical work, and had. therefore no op-
portunity of getting into the surgery. Hec sat
for his final examination no lesa than five times.

Mr. Lambert : What is his name ¥

Mr. GREEX : T will submit the name to the
hon. member. .
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Mr. O'Foghlen: Do «n mean to say, if he
was desirous of becoming more efficient, that he
would continue to act as a clerk for 14 years?
Y_c;;: say he was kept out of the surgery against his
wiil.

Mr. GREEN: I do not say that he was kept
out of the surgery entirely against his will, but
he was a good mechanical dentist and was well
paid for his work, and was kept on in that branch
of the work at the wish of his employer.

The Minister for Works: He was content,
then ?

Mr. GREEN : He wns so ill-content that he
tried for seven years to pass his final cxamination
and found it almost impossible to do so.

The Minister for Works: Was the examination
too hard for him to pass?

Mr. GREEN: No opportunity was afforded
him of passing an examination in anatomy. It
is impossible for anyoene to pass in anatomy be-
ciuge therr is no Chair at the University pro-
viding for that subject. The trouble here is
that the dentistry business is largely run by
dummying, end the amenrdment which I propose
to move in Committee will entirely remove that
from our midst.

Mr. Lambert : When you make a statement of
that kind you should say in what direction
dummying is being used.

Mr. GREEN: Let me ssy in conclusion that
the work at present is being done by these men
for whom I am pleading. They are educated
men, and some of them have received several
degrees in the Old Country. One is astonished
to find that anless they hove actually obtained
a diploma from Q(reat Britsin, no examination
that these people have passed leading up to it
is taken into consideration by this Dental Board.
Any apprentice in the Old Country, if he has
served four years apprenticeship in the Mother-
land, which we are¢ now assisting, and in connee-
tion with which we arc playing ench a worthy
part from Australia, is trcated by this Board as
if he had come from Patagonin. This is a state
of affairs which should not any longer be toler-
ated. Men should be obliged to pass an exam-
ination in dentistry, it is true, ILet the Board
also put these men through any practical exam-
ination dealing with anaesthetics. The dentists
are dealing with anacsthetics all the time, and
in one surgery that T know of there are five den-
tists doing this, while an old gentleman of 82
summers is airing himself on his verandah all
the time. :

The Attormey Ceneral: What is a practical
cxamination in anaesthetics ?

Mr. CREEN: It has to do with the use of
poisons and anaesthetics.

The Attorney General: That is not practical
work, but only theoretical work. Do you not
think they should know something of the prae.
tical side ?

Mr. GREEN : Not one of the men with whom
I am concerned weould have any objection in
that regard.

The Atterney (iencral: These gentlemen tell
me that they do not object to a theoretical ex-
amination. Do you?

Mr. GREEN: Not so far as anaesthetics are
concerned.

The Attorney Ceneral: You do nob call it a
practical examination only?

Mr. GREEXN : T have no desire to quibble with
the Attomey General. I would like to be clear
in this matter, if [ can only quicten the imper-
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tinent garrulousness o1 the hon. member on my
left. Evidently he is safraid that my case is ap-
pealing to the good sense and sympathy of other
hon. members. Let these men be oxamined in
any dentistry work that they have been doing
day after day either in the mechanical, or the
surgical side, and let this examination be made
as atiff ay may be desired from the point of view
of practical demonstration. Under a provision
such as this we will not have to draw upon Vie-
toria, ebout which both the Attomey Geneml
end myseli are so much concerncd. We will be
able to help the young fellows in this country.
There were two young fellows in Kalgoorlie, the
Quealy boys. They went to Kalgoorlic to prac-
tico and worked for a dentist there in order that
they might pass their examination, but their
mother found that she had to put her hand in
hor pocket and give several hundred pounds to
send these young men out of the State, so that
they might pass their examinstion in Victoria
and thus dodge this denta! board which has been
such a bane to Western Australia. I trust that
the Bill will pass the sscond reading. and that my
smendments will be carried,

The Attorney General: Before you sit down,
are you in favour of the appointment of a select
sommitbeo ¥

Mr, GREEN : I prefer that the Bill should go
through the Chamber. I prefer that this House
should decide.

The Attorney Ceneral: I shall oppose the second
reading unless you agreo to the select committes.

Hon. 'F, Walker: The member for Kalgoorlie
has nothing to do with the sccond reading.

Mr. GREEN: The Attorney Gencral evidently
thinks be is in a position to pui the lash on me.
I ask him not t0 hold a gun at my head,

The Attorney General: I am not doing anything
of the kind. I understood from you, personally
and otherwise, that you were in favour of the
appointment of a soleet comumnittce.

Mr. GREEN : Not personally.

Hon. T. Walker: I am responsible ; the member
for Kalgoorlie is not responsible.

Mr. GREEN: I do not wish to be involved in
& cross-examination just now.

The Attorney General: Your attitude towards
the appointment of a scleet committee will influence
my vote on the Bill. 1 will vote against the Bill
if you will not agree to the appeintment of & select
committee.

Mr. GREEN : Let mo tell the Attorney General
my personal ideas on this matter. I have no
intention of trimming. I do not supposo what
I ssy will influence the Attorngy General,
or modify the attitude he takes up. I admit
the Attorney Gencral wents to be fair. I
say frankly—T1 no not want to tell a lio,
and I do not suppose the Attorney General wants
me to tell & lie—that I would prefer the Housa
should deal with the Bill. I consider that in the
past there has been too much of this referring
o scleet, committees.  But, if the Attorney General
puta the gun at my head and says, * There is noth-
ing for it but a sclect committee,” then, if he gives
me an assurance that the seleet committee’s
report will be brought before this Chamber during
the currcnt seasion, I will agree to a scleet com-
mittee.

The Attorney General: I cannot guarantee that,
but T will do my best to facilitate it.

“Mr. GREEN: T will aceept that

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9-33: 1 quite
recognise the probabilicy that some people, in
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view of the fact of my being indirectly engaged
in this business, may bo unfair cnough to say that
my connection with dentistry imay possibly sway
my judgment on this Bill, or may alter the informa-
tion which I feel it is my right to give to the House,
I desire to assure the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Green) that I can take just as unbiassed a view,
and just as clear a view, of the nccessities and re-
quirements of Western Australia in the matter of
dentistry, as can he or any other member of this
Chamber. Let me mention, in opening, that the
first word I heard of the necessity for amendment
of the Dental Act was a letter which reached me
from the operatives, asking whether I would intro-
duce an amending Bill. Thoy gave me the names
of certain gentlemen eoligible for registration as
dentists in this State. My own name was included
in the number. I wrota back stating that whilst
I recognised ;the nocessity for an smendment of
the Dental Act in certain directions, I personally
had no desire to become a registered dentist. I
also stated that any amendments of the Denial
Act which I would favour would not, I thought,
meet with my eorrespondents’ approval,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That looked very signifi-

oant.

Mr. LAMBERT : Yes. I do not wish to lash
myself into a high degrece of heat in connection
with this Bill, because, so jar 88 I am personally
concerned—members may take this statement
for what it is worth—I will endeavour to the best
of my ability and knowledge to give the House
any information which I may possess on this
snbject, with & view to facilitating the removal of
any anomalics to be found in the Dental Act at
present. The member for Kanowna stated that
the dental board was a close corporation—inferring,
of course, that the dental profession in Western
Australia was a close preserve. On the other
hand, we find that every student who bas registered
with the dontal board of Western Australia bas
oeventually been registered 25 » dentist by that
board. The dental board of Western Australia
has never yet failed & student who recorded himself
as a student with that board.

Mr. Holman : But the student wants £250 behind
him.

Mr. LAMBERT : It can be done for much less
than that.

Mr. Holman: If you havo the money you can
do it.

Mr. LAMBERT: T am not concerned with
whether or not a sum of £250 is required in order
that a student may be articled. If it were so, that
would have no bearing on this Bill, because in
view of the men secking registration to-day we
would be foolish to belicve the statcments of the
member for Kalgoorlie, that as tho result of the
admission of those men into the denta! profession
cither dental charges in this State would be de-
creased or the efficiency of dentistry in this State
would be raised. It would be futile to expect such
results from the admission of the men secking
registration at present.

Mr, Holman : How do you carry on your busi.
ness 7 By hired tools ¥

AMr. LAMBERT : How does the hon. maember
earTy on his timber scerctaryship ?

Mr. Holman: By good work. By just as good
work as yours.

Mr. LAMBERT : The hon. member carries on his
buainess by hired, paid tools.

Mr. Holman: They are well paid.

Mr. LAMBERT: Docs not the hon. member
pay the typist in his office ? YWhat has the hon.
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member to ery out about? I am not finding
fault with that. The whole crux of the motter is
that from the dental profession of Western Aus-
tralia twelve registored dentists have offered them-
selves for service with the A LF. Most of those
twelve dentists are, 1 believe, out of the State
at the present time, serving on various battle-
fields in Europe snd elsewhere. Then again, 18
apprentices who were more or less proficient in
mechanical or surgical dentistry also volunteered ;
and half of that number are at present serving
their country. To my mind it follows that what
these dental assistants seeking registration really
require—-I will deal with the anomalics in the Act
afterwards —is that while thesr regisicred dontists
are away st the Front, they may enter at the
back door, by an amendment of the Dental Act.
and thus establish themselves while these regis.
tered dentists are on inilitary duty.

Mr. Green: Has not an equal proportion of the
rest of the population gone to the Front as well ?
Has not the State lost the corresponding portion
of the population also ?

Hon. T. Walkor: That is all nonsense.
I introduced a Dental Bill, containing practically
thesp provisions, before war was declared.

Mr. LAMBERT : Admittedly the member for
Kanowna did introduce a Dental Bill before the
outbreak of war, but that Bill was infinitely more
restrictive than the existing Dental Act—infinitely
mors restrictive.

Hon. T. Walker : Nonsense !

Mr. LAMBERT : If the hon. member wishes
to see the provisions of that Bill, here is his own
draft of a Dental Bill,

Hon. T. Walker : Nothing of the kind.

Mr. LAMBERT : But it is. The hon. member
can read it. It is his own draft. The hon. member
has stated that the dontal board is a close preserve.
If I felt that the board had been unjust to any
one man who submitted himself for exsmination,
I would be as quick as the member for Kalgoorlie
to tako exception to it. But when we learn that
the dental board of Western Australia has never
failed one student since it wasa constituted, I think
it unfair—to say the least of it—that the dental
board should be deseribed as a close preserve.

Hon, T. Walker: Has it admitted men from

Victoria 7

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. It must do so under the
Act.

Hon. T. Walker: Has it refused to admit

any ?
Mr. LAMBERT : It possibly may have refused,
for certain reasons, dentists with certain qualifica-
tions. Just in the samo way a registered dental
surgeon of Western Australia could not pracetise
dentistry in any Eastern State.

Mr. Johnston : There is no reciproeity.

Mr. LAMBERT : There is no reciprocity between
any of the States of Austtalin. Thus Western
Australia is exactly on a par with all the other
States of the Commonwealth.

Member : We want to widen the profession in
this State.

Mr. LAMBERT : Yes; but there is no recipro-
city. As regards the Dental Act of Western Aus.
tralia, it is tho simplest and the casiest in the
Commonwealth to get through. While I make
that statement, I want to be perfectly fair and to

Mr. Holman : Provided you have the dils.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 do not know about that.
What I want to add is that the other States are
fortunate enough to have dental colleges affiliated
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with the respective universities.  After the student,
who must have passed his preliminary examination,
has passed through a [our years' course at the
dental college, and become a registered dentist,
or p Bachelor of Dental Science as it is termed,
be can practise dentistry anywherc in the British
Dominions. But in this State we are on & par
with the position of the other States hefore those
States were fortunate enough to be provided with
dental colleges.

Mr. Green @ Have we a dental eollege here ?

Mr. LAMBERT : Xo; there is no dental colloge
here. Our examination is simpler and easicr than
thet of any Eastorn State. Whilst I state that,
it is alse fair to statc that much the better course
is t0 go to tho Eastern Btatcs or to Amorica to
take a course in dentistry. That is far better than
qualifying a& a dentist in Western Australia, The
member for Kalgoorlie mentioned that young fellowa
frequently go to the Fastern Stales to study
dentistry. I can quite understand it. 1f they
go over there and pass their final cxamination
after four vears, they arc qualified to practise
dentistry throughout the British Empire,; whereas
if they go through their course in Western Auatralia
they can practise only in this State, and not else-
where. 1 think the suggestion of the Attomey
General is & somewhat reasonable one—that if
any good i3 going to be obtained from smendment
of the Dental Act in any shape or form, it must
be as the result of a proper and thorough pre
liminary investigation. No good purpose can be
served by rashly emending the Dental Act.
I quite acknowledge the existence in that
Act of certain anomaslies, which oan be rectified.
But there if no prospect, practically, that
those snomalies will he rectified either by
the Bill as introduced by the member for
Kanowna, or by the smendments suggested by
the member for Kalgoorlie. Those two hon.
members desire the Dental Act to be amended &0
a8 {0 admit some ten or twelve dental mechanics
working eithcr at mechanical nr surgical dentistry.

Mr, Green: I am told there are 20.

Me. LAMBERT : 1 do not think there are o
dozen, as o matter of fact.

The Attomey Ceneral: I, too, was told 20.

Mr. LAMBERT: This puts the whols show
away. After we have registered that dozen of
men, after wo have amonded the Dental Act so as
to facilitato their entry into the dental profession,
thay propose to ask Parlisment to enact the fol
lowing :—

No dentist shall authorige or penmit any person
who is not registered a3 a dentist to perform
any dental service except he be registered as an
apprentice in the books of the dental board.

That is infinitely stronger than the existing Act.

Hon. P. Collier: They are going to bar every
body else,

Mr. LAMBERT : Yos. As soon as cver the
door has heen opencd for them to get in. they are
going to slam it and bolt it.

Mr. Johnston: And brick it up.

Mr. LAMBERT : Yes; make it a good deal
more secure than ever it was. Once these men are
admitted. they are going to try to ensure that
no man shall henecforth go into a dental sergery
or perform & dental act in Western Australia unless
be i registered with the dental bhoard of Western
Australia.

Mr, Green: Are there any apprentices ?

Mr. Hohpan : Tell ug how you can act by proxy
today.
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Mr. LAMBERT : I think the member for
Murchison might leave the personal element out.

Mr. Holman: You rare working a business,
anyhow.

Mr. LAMBERT: It appears to me as abso-
lutely the most unfair suggestion that I ever
heard given in this Chamber.

Mr. Holman : Because you work it yourself.

Mr. LAMBERT : The member for Kalgootlie
ean gee the Bill provides for the apprentice; &
man serving his apprenticeship, they are going
to admit. They are seeking to come in at the
present time end they will go so far as to admit
an apprentice. What & generous thing on their
part. These 10 or a dozen men who are here
to-day are trying to take an advantage of the
position, while the registered dentists are away.
The fact remains with the exception of the de-
gire of the member for Kanowna it was never
suggested that there was any anomaly in the
Dental! Act. There was never a Dental Oper-
atives Association until a few weecks ago in this
State. There are about & dozen registered
dentists serving at the Front, and while there nre
18 dental mechanics away at the war, these men
remain behind. Some are single and fit young
men and some have actuslly got married since
the war began.

Mr. Green : Cut that out.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 am stating what is an
absolute fact. Undoubtedly there is a desire
on the part of these persons to become registered
and establish themselves as dentists at the present
time, when they admit there iz s lack of dentists
in the State. Possibly they think they can fill
the demand. How will they fill the demand. It
is admitted that at the present time these men
are employed, they are undoubiedly all doing
dental work, but this I desire clearly to impress
on the House, as far as dentisiry is concerned,
75 per cent of the dentistry that is performed
to-day is of a manufacturing nature. No maiter
how clever a man may be as a surgeon dentist,
I do not suppose therc is one registered dentist
in the Statec who docs any work of a mechanical
aature, he¢ employs & mechanical dentist to do
that. Take the Metropolitan Dental Company,
which I suppose is the best exampie of dentistry
here. Some of the operatives there hold the
highest degrees that any dentist could hold in
any portion of the world ; some have come from
Harvard which is one of the leading dental uni-
vergities in the world. They have men working
in the laboratory making artificial teeth and
that obtains in every dental practice, but so far
as doing surgical work is concemed, that is done
by qualified surgical dentists. If the member for
Kanowna desiros an amendment of the Dental
Act T think he should convince the House that
if thess men are to be admitted they shall have
some reasonable qualifications so as to safe-
guard the public interests. As was pointed out
by the Attomey General it would both be indis-
crect and undesirable to admit men who have to
handle anwosthetics ; it would not be safe from
a public point of view. It is not so much the
drugs, the Attorney CGencral can got that cut of
his mind. But with the use of genoral anacs-
thetics it may be dangerous and tricky in the ap-
plication, By having an c¢xamination we would
insort: a safeguard, for the public must he con-
sidered. [ am prepared to say if an operator
had the necessary qualifications [ think he should
ho entered on the registry of the deantal board.
The great trouble in this State has heen not so
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much that these men have not studied dentistry,
The entrance examination has blocked a con-
siderable numher. If it is the desire of the
House that the educationsl standard should be
lowered, well and good, but it is not for me to
indicate on what lines it should be lowered. T
am prepared to believe that it is quite possible
to have good surgical and mechanical dentiats
and to lower the atandard to allow them to be-
come apprentices, As far as the anatomy of
the mouth is concerned, T will concede to the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie that it is essential to gain 2
knowledge of the anatomy of the mouth. I think
the licentiates of dental surgery in the Eastern
States should be admitted here. They are not
allowed at the present time. Before the dental
colleges there were affilisated with the university
they created what they called the lieentintes of
dental surgery. If there is a desire to have more
dentists, if there is any suggestion that there nre
not sufficient dentists to meet the requirements
of the State, we might go so far as to meet that.
Only dental surgcons proctising in the Eastem
States ghould be allowed to come here and prac-
tice dentistry.

Mr. Thomson : Why not give our own men a
chanee ?

Mr. LAMBERT : Cive them a chance by all
means if they can pass the standard that would
be considered a safeguard for the public but it
is not right to allow wild and untruthful state-
menta to bes made.

Mr. Green: Are they not doing the work ?

Mr. LAMBERT: All are employed at the
present time, but as far as dental practice goes,
in any portion of the world it will be found that
75 per cent is work of a purely manufacturing
nature. The member for Kalgoorlic knows that
practically not one-fiftieth of the work is done
in the dental surgery, it is done in tho laboratory.
The men are admittedly doing the wark, but
because these men with the application of local
anmsthetics can take out a few tecth and re-
place them with a few false teeth, that is a different
thing frem allowing these men to use the word
“dentist ” and for all time hang themselves out
o3 dental surgeons. A dental surgeon is a man
with a practical knowledge of dental surgery.
In cvery portion of the world, even in Victoria
whero they have had a recording Bill, these
dental mechanics, not for the rcason stated by
the member for Kalgoorlie, were registered under
the Bill. That was the biggest disgrace they ever
had in Vietoria. There was a compromise, and
it was that these men wero allowed to bo record-
ed by the dental board of Victoria and the general
public then knew that if thcy wanted these men
they were not going to a dentist, but to a reeorded
mechanic who had been practising dentistry in
some form or other for three years bofore the
passing of the Act. What the member for Kal-
goorlie desires, and hc goes much further than
the member for Kanowna, is that these men
should rank cxwectly as the highest and most
inefficient men coming from Harvard or the lead-
ing universities of the world.

Mr. Green : But they are deing the wark,

Mr. LAMBERT: There is a big differcnce
between answering a lot of stupid inquiries and
dealing with absolute facts. At the prescnt time
we have in the State 14 students who wre rogis-
tered by the dental board as students who are
aerving their time in one place or another and
what inducement is therc for the students who
are studying at the present time to go on if we
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admit unregistered men as suggested by the
amendment by the member for Kanowna. I
am trying as far as my knowledge serves me and
my ability goes to give the facts to the House and
T hope I have made the information digtinet, fair
and clear. There are 14 what may be called
students stodying at the present time and thoy
havo to be considered, There are men who have
gone to other portions of the world to study den-
tistry for a certain number of years and have
been admitted as registored dental surgeons.
As was pointed out by the Attorney (eneral, if
any one of thaso men will just pass the preliminary
examination and apply for registration as a stu.
dont, he can then go anywhers among the hospitals,
and any of the honorary surgeons will give him
gvery assistance and tuition.

Mr. Holman: Tell us how he is to pass the
preliminary oxamination.

Mr, LAMBERT : Tt is not so very hard. It
is for the House to say if the preliminary is too
hard. Originally in Victoria tho educational
standardd was tho ordinary civil servico examin-
ation. In this State it is practically a junior
University examination. While there am not
here the iacilities for gaining the necessary know-
ledge the House would be justified in vory carnest-
1y considering someo of the details in connection
with the working of the present Act. I have
sgme knowledge of the working of that Act, and
to be fair to the Dental Board I must say they
have tried to administer the Act in & thoroughly
impartial manner. In examining students they
have given them cvery possible latitude ; in many
instances have extended sheer genemsity in al-
lowing them to become registered as dentists.
“The fact romaing that they have never yeb failed
one student in Western Australia. At present
we have G4 dentists on the register. Tf the House
thinks thero are not suflficicnt dentists in the State,
I do not say that we should open the door to
unqualified men, but T say there is & way to get
over the difficulty. In Victoria and New South
Wales there are dozens of licentiates in dental
surgery, thoroughly capable men.

Mr. Brown: They are wanted over there.

Mr. LAMBERT: Possibly they are, but the
member for Kalgoorlic seems to think we might
get some of thom over here.

Mr. Holman: Why cannot the unregistered
men start for themselves ?

Mr. LAMBERT: They can do so to-morrow.
If the member for Kalgoorlie wants to start in
his own constituency I will be very pleased to
soll him a pragtice. T the member for Kalgaarlia
-can ¢onvince us that by an amendment of the
Dental Act we can get one more dentist in the
State or improve the officiency, or lower the fees,
-or provide for the I8 lads in tho dental corps,
there would be some excuse for his amandment.
It would be an absolute disgrace if the Bill went
through excluding thoge 18 lads serving with the
.dental corps.

Mr. Green :
.out for ever.

Mr. LAMBERT : Nothing of the sert. Every
man that was eligible to serve in any capacity
was liberated when he expressed a desire to go
to the war. The suggestion put forward in the
hon. member’s amendment is altogether unfair.
‘To ask the House to amend the Act in a diree-
tion affecting only bhalf a dozen men in Perth,
.and then to close the door in the manner sug-
.gested by the operatives, is positively comical.
I we are to have an amendment of the Dental
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You wish to keep those soldiera
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Act T hope the Attorney CGenersl will take note
of the men who are serving at the Front and who
have been entirely overlooked by the member for
Kalgoorlio and others clamouring to have the
Dental Act immediately amended.

The Attorney (leneral: Are those 18 men stu-
dents, or rogistered dentists ?

Mr. LAMBERT: There are 12 registered
dentists away at the Front. Then thero arc 18
dental mechanics, half of whom are away at the
Front while the remainder arc serving ecither ab
the Basc Hospital or at Blackboy Camp.

Mr. Groen : You would keop thom out for ever.

Mr. LAMBERT : Nothing of the sort. From
the personal point of viaw I do not carc a rap
one way or the other. T urge that if there is to
be any amondment of the Dental Act, it should
be in the direction of the educational facilitics,
allowing students to bo recorded as students.
We have this clamour for the registration of tho
fow men who have stayed behind and ate pmfic-
ing to & much greater extent than the member
for Kalgoorlie would care to admit. There are
others to he econsidored hefore those men. T will
support the appointment of a select committea.
It that is not agreed to T will vote agsinst the
second reading, In the hope that the Attorney
Genera! will introduce an amendment to the
Dental Act, giving the greatest possible freedom
to those who desire to join the ranks of dentists
in this State.

Mr. Green: On a point of explanation. Dur-
ing the course of my remarks, by a slip of the
tongue, I used the word ‘* Metropolitan Dental
Company,” when T should have said * metro-
pelitan dental companies  who, I declared, wero
oxploiting the unrogistered dentists. I do not
wish tho impression to go forth that 1 was singling
out the ‘* Metropolitan Dental Company.” Mr.
Kaufman rung his business in an admirable
manner, and T do not wish it to bo thought that
I was making » personal attack upon him.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin, debate
adjourned.

House adjovrned at 10-14 p.m.

Negislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 14th March, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

{For ‘‘Questions on Notive’’ see *‘Votes
and Proceadings.?’]

SELECT COMMITTEE, RABBIT PEST.
Extension of Time,

AMr. SMITH (North Perth) [4.40]: I have
again, on behall of this select eommittee, to
ask the indulgence of the Mouse for a further
extension, to this day week. The committee



